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A grandson learns about the life
of a grandmother he never met thanks
to a fellow Flyer. B Y G I TA B A L A K R I S H N A N

Illustration by DAN ZETTWOCH

grandfather John Bamrick ’62 and his
grandmother Maureen Murphy ’62 had
also attended UD before they married.
“It was kind of crazy,” McDonough
said. “Bob did a double take. He sat back
in his chair and said, ‘Did you say your
grandma is Maureen Murphy?’”
Memories
came
flooding back to Higdon.
Murphy and he had been
classmates and friends in
the 1960s when they were
attending the University.
“She was the most
kind, funny, helping,
smart, outgoing and loving person on campus.
Everyone knew and loved
Mo,” Higdon recalled.
Every detail mattered
to McDonough, who had
ITTING AT A ROUND TABLE IN
never met his granda banquet hall decorated in red
mother. She died of canand blue, senior English major
cer in 1995.
Shane McDonough felt out of his
While McDonough
element. He pecked at the hors d’oeuvres
was growing up, at dinand sipped his water.
ners and especially on her
McDonough won the National Alumbirthday, stories about
ni Association Scholarship and was atMurphy would flow freely
tending the Scholarship Brunch held
from her daughter, Eileen
earlier this year. His grandparents, parBamrick ’86, who is Mcents, aunts and numerous cousins are
Donough’s mom.
graduates in the Flyer family.
“Mom would say, ‘Yeah, I went to UD
Surrounded by scholarship recipiand I’m a Flyer, but I definitely wasn’t a
ents, donors, alumni, faculty and staff,
student like my mom was. Mom was just
McDonough’s normal need to be social
into everything UD,’ ” McDonough said.
nagged at him. With a bit of serendipity
As Higdon’s memories came to life
at play, McDonough was placed at a table
in conversation, McDonough
with Bob Higdon ’62, and the
If you have
began to feel a sense of familial
two wound up seated next to
a Flyer-to-Flyer
pride.
each other.
run-in, adventure
Higdon shared how he had
McDonough and Higdon
or experience
been president of the Bluegrass
had never met.
that embodies
Club, which sponsored Murphy
“I didn’t want to be awkthe community
as candidate for the Homecomward, so I started talking to
bond shared by
the Flyer family,
ing court.
Bob who was next to me,” Mcsend your story
“She really was everything
Donough said.
to magazine@
that UD embodies,” Higdon
As new conversations and
udayton.edu.
said.
relationships tend to go, the
For McDonough, he acalumnus and current student
knowledged that had he sat anywhere
began sharing campus stories from past
else in that banquet hall, a firsthand acand present.
count of who his grandmother was to
After the requisite back-and-forth
friends would have been lost to him.
of house tales and basketball memories
“I had heard stories of grandma, but it
ended, McDonough mentioned that his

S

had all came from mom, so after a while
you just think that family has to say
those things,” McDonough said.
His grandmother seemed like a superhero in the tales he heard growing
up. She was the woman on campus that
everyone knew.
She was on the
courts of University
dances. In the 1961
yearbook photograph
Murphy wears a white
strapless dress and
opera gloves. She is
topped with a shining tiara and holding a
bouquet after winning
honorary colonel at the
Military Ball.
Another moment
endures in photographic history as Murphy,
shovel in hand and
wearing a plaid skirt
and light-colored overcoat, hair neatly coiffed,
helps make history by
breaking ground for
the University’s first all
women’s dorm — Marycrest Hall.
Murphy’s
image
flows across the pages of The Daytonian
from 1958-62. She was an Omega sister,
the May Queen, part of student government, a Flyerette, an active member of
the Cleveland Club, and a member of the
Business Club, amongst many other volunteer and class groups. She did it all.
It couldn’t all be true, McDonough
thought privately.
But it was.
“That almost surprised me more.
These great stories were coming from
someone who didn’t have to say it. So I
knew they were true. I was happy because those are my genes, too,” McDonough said.
And when Higdon took McDonough
out for dinner in late February during
a visit to campus, McDonough didn’t
need to poke around his food looking
for a new friend to talk to. He’s already
made one.

She was the
most kind,
funny, helping, smart,
outgoing
and loving
person on
campus.
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God’s work

S

OME SAW AN EYESORE. SISTER ANGELA ANN
Zukowski, M.H.S.H., saw the future.

In the early 1980s, on the cusp of the information
technology revolution, a huge satellite dish — the
brainchild of Sister Angela Ann — was installed in a campus
parking lot to receive religious programming from the Catholic
Telecommunications Network of America.
This satellite dish stood as a symbol of faith — the belief that
technology could be harnessed to share the gospel message.
In those pioneering days, Sister Angela Ann copied CTNA
programs and drove the video cassettes to regional cable stations. She co-produced and hosted video teleconferences for
CTNA and then, with the advent of the Internet, ventured into
distance learning with the Virtual Learning Community for
Faith Formation. VLCFF has grown to become the premier
provider of e-learning to the global Catholic Church.
And talk about impact. In its two decades, the VLCFF has
delivered 137 courses to nearly 60,000 adult learners in English, Spanish and Arabic in 88 dioceses in 77 countries on six
continents (see story, Page 12). It’s grown largely by word of
mouth, but its flexible, 24-7 faith formation classes fulfill a
need in dioceses, from the Diocese of Anchorage, Alaska, to the
Apostolic Vicariate of Southern Arabia.
“We had our finger on the pulse and created a new way of
being a Church in a digital milieu,” says Sister Angela Ann, who
leads UD’s Institute for Pastoral Initiatives with boundless energy and vision. “It’s a ministry. It’s God’s work.”
This is what our Catholic, Marianist university is all about.
We serve the Catholic Church and the human community to
respond to the needs of our times. As the VLCFF celebrates its
20th anniversary, I found myself pausing to reflect on a few of
the myriad ways we’re faithful to our religious mission.
We strive to form people of faith as we educate the next generation of theologians and lay leaders. Through the Forum for
Young Catechetical Learners, students give up their Saturdays
to develop the foundation to teach religion classes. Through

6
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Sister Anglea Ann Zukowski, M.H.S.H., has earned recognition as a global champion of
Catholic education.

the Lalanne program, faith-filled teachers learn to serve in
parochial schools as they live together in community and earn
their master’s degrees. In a field with a high turnover rate for
young teachers, a remarkable 89 percent of Lalanne’s 200
graduates are still teaching, mostly in Catholic schools.
We strive to be a prophetic voice — whether it’s our faculty
and staff hosting a listening session on racism in collaboration
with the Archdiocese of Cincinnati or our students tackling
migration through stories of tragedy, courage and hope.
We strive to interpret the signs of the times and respond
with compassion and faith. Through our Empowering Children with Hope and Opportunity program, counselors and
mental health professionals are equipping students in urban
Catholic classrooms with skills in resiliency, empathy, problem
solving and peacemaking.
This work is more than a reflection of our mission as an engaged Catholic university. It’s God’s work.

ER IC F. SPI NA
President, University of Dayton

THE BUZZ
President Eric F. Spina

Thank you for the
continued testament to
the Marianist philosophy
that touches so many
aspects of my life.

P OI SE D P O T EN T I A L
I was thrilled to see the “Pointe Person”
article in the Winter 2019-20 issue of UD Magazine. It was an excellent biography and fun read
about a fellow UDSL grad who went on to use her
law degree in a nontraditional way. It was also a
joy to learn some dance theater history and hear
how the Dance Theatre of Harlem was saved.
Now, full disclosure: I was one of the “bunch
of white guys” who studied with Ms. Glass.
Recounting a few from our group, one went on
to be an administrative law judge, one a career
Army JAG, one to a private law firm, and I
worked as an Air Force JAG and county prosecutor. But to answer the question Ms. Glass posed
in the article: We were all simply fascinated with
the passion that she held for dancing and which
she eventually developed for the law. We could
tell back then that she would someday find herself in a position like that which she now holds.
Seeing that unrealized potential was the reason
we all supported each other through those tough
1L days. I hope all of the current 1Ls are as lucky
as we were to have such a solid support group.


—Ryan Ryder ’99
Black Hawk, South Dakota

T H E GR E AT RO GE R BROW N
What a wonderful article written about
Roger Brown [“Roger Brown, Dayton Flyer,”
Winter 2019-20]. I was fortunate to see Oscar
Robertson as a senior in high school and Roger as

a freshman at UD. There was not a lot of
difference in their games as they both were
great shooters. Oscar may have been a better
passer, but I believe Roger was a better defensive
player. I saw Roger outplay and completely
shut down Indiana’s 1960 Mr. Basketball in a
freshman game. Roger was so smooth, and it
looked like he had not made a lot of plays in the
game. When the stats were announced we would
find out he scored well into the 20s, blocked
several shots and had several steals, and then his
impact on the game was evident. The freshmen
played prior to the varsity and so many fans came
to watch them that the stadium was almost full
by halftime.
Roger got caught up in an unfortunate
situation while he was in high school which
impacted him significantly during his short life.
In 2011, the PBS station in Indianapolis ran a
documentary about Roger’s high school, college,
AAU and Pacers career and just recently repeated
the program. The title is Undefeated: The Roger
Brown Story. It showed a different side to Roger,
in particular how prior to college he would bathe,
feed and take care of his sister who had cerebral
palsy. It mentioned how he loved UD and really
wanted to come back to school.
I hope President Spina finds another place
for James Pate’s charcoal drawing so more of
the public will be made aware of the contribution
Roger made to the University and to the Dayton
and Indianapolis communities.

—Joe Stetzel ’63
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TH E BUZZ

OU T OF T H I S WOR L D
Hey @daytonmbb this big #FlyerFan and
Cub Scout built his #SpaceDerby rocket and
decorated it with Flyer colors and using stickers/decals from @daymag. He also added
numbers of some of his favorite players
@RodneyC_ @otoppin1 @tlanders_03
@campg_ @DaytonRudyFlyer


—Paul Goodhue ’02
@paulgoodhue via Twitter

W I T H PR I DE

SUBMIT YOUR
LETTERS:

By mail:
University of Dayton Magazine
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-1303
Via email:
magazine-letters@udayton.edu
Tweet to: @daymag
Please include your city and state.
Indicate whether you wish your
email address printed. Letters
should not exceed 300 words.
University of Dayton Magazine
may edit for clarity and brevity.
Letters printed are representative
and not all received are printed.
Opinions expressed are those
of the letter writers and not
necessarily of this publication
nor the University of Dayton.

It is Thursday evening. Outside, the
December full moon has risen — as it arrived
today 12-12-19 at 12:12 a.m. Only hours before I
had admired its fullness while walking in to work
at UD at 6:45 earlier this morning.
My latest issue of the UD Magazine just
arrived today. As I read my president’s commentary, Eric Spina’s introductory letter is about his
dad and a giving endowment for the University,
the Joseph P. Spina Scholars.
My friend Cadie Mukaneza’s picture is on the
cover and also has an in-depth article about her
faith brought to UD from Rwanda. It is next on
my reading list. (I’m only on Page 3.)
The TV is on in the background, and the NBC/
Ellen DeGeneres “Greatest Presents” show is
coming on. It is about giving the greatest presents
to some deserving families. The very first feature
story is about the Bender family from Ohio, and
the obligatory introduction video highlights are
streaming. To my utter surprise, there the son is
in his room adorned with the UD logo.
Is it divine intervention, or what?
Thus, I cannot express how my heart swells
with pride tonight.
My UD. My alumnus university. My employer.
Thank you for your award-winning
publication and the continued testament to
the Marianist philosophy that touches so many
aspects of my life.
Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year to all.


Navy Seal Admiral Bill McRaven at a University
of Texas commencement speech said, “If you
want to change the world, start by making your
bed.” Months back I saw in
UD Magazine that it was published and mailed
for 79 cents. This blew my socks off, and I was going to write and compliment you guys.
I didn’t do this nor did I see any comment
about it in the magazine. I felt a little guilty.
My great view of UD went up even more when
I read how frugally and wonderfully this great
magazine is printed, published and mailed.
Thank you for your great work.


—Peter McAnena ’57
Aguanga, California

A M A Z I NG ST U DEN TS
Regarding “5 questions with Rachel Johnson
’21”: Great article. Way to go, Rachel!


—Jon Brommeland ’67
Cool, California

L OV E U D A R EN A
Such an awesome building. Had some awesome times in there as a fan and calling games/
reporting on games for college media. Too bad
we sucked at the time, but my son is there for
good times again!
—Jodie Doyle ’93
@jdoylewrites via Twitter

Why no mention of the Arena steel collapse
during construction? I hope that history is
not lost.
—Ron Unser ’71
Pleasant Hill, Iowa

Editor’s note: It is not lost. While there’s too much
history to fit in our magazine, student historians
have compiled it all here: daytonarenahistory.org.
So [many] memories in that building.
I love all of the growth!
—Alison Bent
@alilehman_bent via Twitter

—Bob Van Leeuwen ’78
Dayton

Editor’s note: The Bender family featured
on "Greatest Presents" includes dad Stan ’87
and daughter Madyson ’19. Our best wishes
to the family.

A PEN N Y S AV E D
This morning while making my bed I thought
of the admiral who helped me and I thought of
the UD Magazine; this induced me to write.

8
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Arena photograph by DEVYN GLISTA / ST.BLANC.STUDIOS

FLIGHT DECK
VIEW FINDER P. 15 // Q&A P. 17 // FLYER TIME P. 18 // WHERE ARE YOU READING? P. 19 // EYE P. 22 // SPORTS P. 24

Old song,
new home

Hands from the Middle Ages recorded
their timeless words. UD’s archivists are
preserving them for the ages.

MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS FROM THROUGHOUT THE MIDWEST ARE ABOUT

to get another home thanks to a regional consortium of higher learning institutions.
UD is among 22 Midwestern institutions that will contribute manuscripts handwritten
before the year 1600 to be digitized and posted on a central portal for The Peripheral
Manuscripts Project, making them accessible to scholars worldwide. The Marian
Library and University Archives are contributing five bound works — including a 15thcentury antiphonary, pictured — as well as three papal bulls and many fragments from
longer works. “By putting them all together in one portal, we may be able to reunite some
of these manuscripts,” said Kayla Harris, archivist for the Marian Library. The project’s
three-year grant was awarded by the Council on Library and Information Resources.
Spring 2020 | UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MAGAZINE
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FLIGHT
DECK
NEWSWORTHY

NATIONAL POLICIES

Admission changes to
affect entering students
Elimination of deadline to bring year-round competition

T

HE COLLEGE ADMISSION PROCESS IS CHANGING SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE

wake of policy changes made last fall by the National Association for College Admission Counseling.
The most significant change, according to Jason Reinoehl, vice president, strategic enrollment management, was to eliminate the practice of colleges after May 1 not
recruiting high school students who had committed elsewhere. That practice allowed colleges to establish a timeline, Reinoehl said, and to make more accurate predictions of their
fall entering classes.
But now colleges can compete year-round. “The recruiting cycle previously was August
to May,” he said. “Now it’s year-round. This requires us to re-think every aspect of admission and also makes budgeting and planning more difficult.”
A second change lessened restraints on incentives. Prospective students may now be
getting pitches from some schools to decide early in order to receive benefits such as preferred housing. “Now every week,” Reinoehl said, “a high school student may get new offers,
and repeated messages about new features.”
The third policy affects transfer students. Previously, schools welcomed transfer stu-

10
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dents but did not actively recruit them.
Now they can.
Colleges saw the previous policies,
Reinoehl explained, as a way of helping
families have certainty about their college
decision making. The U.S. Department of
Justice, however, was concerned that the
practices might reduce competition.
To support incoming students and
families through these significant changes, UD has developed a new approach to
summer that more smoothly transitions
students to the University and provides
opportunities for alumni to welcome them
as new members of their Flyer family.
Housing selection for first-years will
start in March rather than in July. One advantage of this for students, Reinoehl said,
will be the opportunity to gain an “earlier
sense of belonging. Students can develop
rapport with their roommates earlier.”
Entering students will attend summer orientations specific to their academic
units; these will begin in June and replace
much of what occurred immediately before
classes in August. “Academic advising will
begin earlier,” Reinoehl said, “and families
will have more time to make plans before
the last minute. Traditions like move-in
and welcome programming will continue
to provide warm Flyer introductions to
students in the fall.”
The summer welcome events traditionally hosted by alumni will also undergo a bit of a change. The new on-campus
summer orientations eliminate the need
for these welcome events to include as
much formal presentation as they have in
the past. “The alumni welcome events will
be less formal; there will be more opportunities to socialize and for families to get to
know their UD family,” Reinoehl said.
Also related to the changes in the admission process are plans for more involvement by alumni in sharing with prospective students about their own experiences
and love for UD.
“Several alumni volunteer initiatives
are being piloted this year and all alumni
will have the opportunity to participate in
the future,” Reinoehl said. “Like all things
at UD, we continue to envision the way our
community will rally to support, advise
and welcome the newest members of our
UD family in the wake of a more complex
national landscape for admission.” 

—THOMAS M. COLUMBUS

Photograph by KRISTIN DAVIS ’19

No secret
MEET A CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIR

Deborah Tobias ’73 is a champion for the school she
thanks for her success.

D

EBORAH FLANAGAN TOBIAS ’73 BELIEVES UD IS THE BEST-

kept secret in the Midwest — and she’s on a mission to change that.
Like her college-age self whose voice could be heard across the
50,000 watts of UD radio station WVUD, Tobias wants to broadcast to all alumni how their participation in UD’s next comprehensive fundraising campaign can shine a light on the greatness happening on campus
— and set UD up for continued success.
As a campaign co-chair, Tobias is working with other volunteers to plan
the strategy and communications that will help the University attain its
goals in engagement, participation and philanthropy.
“We know what we’re good at,” she said of the University. “We know
we’re good at building community. We know we’re good at building
servant-leaders. Now we need to be just as good at building a
financially sustainable university.”
Chris Morrison ’85, director of campaign operations, described Tobias as a longstanding volunteer and supporter
who has already committed a major leadership gift to the
campaign. In the midst of her second term on the board of
trustees, Tobias is contributing skills honed as an executive of a multinational networking corporation.
“Deb brings a level of genuine excitement to her role
as campaign co-chair, and that excitement is truly contagious,” Morrison said. “She always says yes when
asked to serve and brings her gifts of leadership and a
warm personality to everything she does for the benefit of the entire Flyer community.”
Tobias said generations of Flyers understand
the greatness happening on campus.
“Great instruction, great degrees and an environment to thrive and grow — that’s what makes
UD special,” she said.
Building UD’s financial security will make
possible an accessible, affordable, quality education to every qualified student — and break
out of the best-kept-secret mold, she said.
“I want everyone accepted here to say,
‘Thank God, I’m going to Dayton.’”

I could have
stayed here forever —
seriously.

FA ST FAC T S

FAVORITE
ABODE: 652
Marycrest, an
unexpected triple

CAMPUS
EMPLOYMENT:
Drive-time
DJ for
WVUD-FM

FIRST JOB:
English teacher,
Bishop Chatard
High School,
Indianapolis

LAST JOB:
Operations
director,
Juniper Networks

SUPPORTS:
Study aboard
scholarships
for women
from Indiana
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FLIGHT
DECK
VIRTUAL LEARNING COMMUNITY FOR FAITH FORMATION

NEWSWORTHY

FAITH FLOURISHES
Modern technology supports a traditional mission

*Countries (dark blue)
where students have taken
UD faith courses online

S

ISTER ANGELA ANN ZUKOWSKI ’74 WAS SENT IN 1971

by her order, the Mission Helpers of the Sacred Heart, to
Dayton to offer catechetical adult faith formation in parishes and Catholic schools. She thought her stay would be
for a year. But the journey took her also to the University of Dayton.
She’s still at Dayton, and she’s still doing adult faith formation.
Among the purposes of the University of Dayton are “fostering
the Marianist charism of education and formation in faith.” Fifty

years ago, UD and the Society of Mary took steps formalizing that
commitment to faith; one led to the establishment of the Institute for
Pastoral Initiatives, which Zukowski directs as well as serving as professor of religious studies. Among the institute’s initiatives is the Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation, which in 2000 began,
in cooperation with Catholic dioceses, offering online courses.
In 1970, the Marianist Foundation had established the Center
for Christian Renewal at UD. “Initially, the Marianists gave grants

TIMELINE

Commitment to
Catholic continuing
education, 50 years
and counting
Zukowski in the broadcast studio, 1980s
12
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1970

Center for
Christian Renewal
is founded by
the Marianist
Foundation

1978

Sister Angela Ann
Zukowski joins
UD to enhance
Catholic communications

1982

UD installs a satellite
dish to download
programs from the
Catholic Telecommunications Network

1995

UD founds Institute for
Pastoral Initiatives to
consolidate centers
and create partnerships
with the Church

for specific projects,” Zukowski
said. Under the leadership of
Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M.
’64, later president of UD, the
Center for Christian Renewal
gave continuity to these efforts,
Zukowski said, by creating a
number of mission-related offices — for responsible development, social justice, and outreach to the local community
and the Church.
These missions continue
today, as Zukowski and other
faculty members and administrators of programs directly
dealing with the Church meet
regularly with Father James
Fitz, S.M. ’68, vice president for
mission and rector.
They discuss what Brother
Fitz saw a half century ago as
the purposes of the then fledgling Center for Christian Renewal — service and dialogue.
Those purposes are as
alive today as they were in 1978
when Brother Fitz wrote about
“programs that give an active,
critical and healing presence
of the Catholic Christian tradition within the struggles and
searchings of the Church in the
modern world.”
He wrote also of the University listening and learning from
other communities within the
Church and then bringing “the
resources of a reflected Christian tradition and of contemporary knowledge to the struggles
of the Church and the world.”

1997

IPI establishes the
Virtual Learning
Community for
Faith Formation

2000

VLCFF
begins online
courses and
diocesan
partnerships

20 YEARS OF VIRTUAL
FAITH FORMATION

In their words

Why they chose VLCFF

7,225
courses

3

taught in

languages

59,088
completed by

“For us who live in an Islamic country, knowledge of the
faith is critical to understanding and dealing with other religions. The gradual process of
learning about the faith has not
just helped me to grow spiritually but has increased my thirst
for understanding Christianity
and encouraging others to do
the same.”
—Perviz De Souza
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

“Because I live in the sister
isle of Tobago, it’s not as easy
for me to participate in
programmes on Trinidad.
Online study is the best solution for me. VLCFF is a great
mechanism for changing lives
by deepening spirituality and
helping people move closer to
our God-given purpose.”
 —Gabrielle Fernando-Garnier
Mount Pleasant, Tobago

students

77
in

countries

88

in partnership with

dioceses and the
University of Dayton
Alumni Association

2001

Zukowski receives
Pro Ecclesia et
Pontifice Medal
from Pope John
Paul II in Rome

2006

VLCFF adds
Spanish language
e-courses and a
Hispanic forum

“The role of being a facilitator for VLCFF allows me to see
students growing in their faith
and becoming Christians well
informed in faith. It is a very
humbling experience to lead
them in a faith journey. I will
always keep trusting in the
power of the Holy Spirit.”


2008

VLCFF
partners with
25 dioceses

—Ignatius Mvula
Karonga, Malawi

2012

Zukowski
receives
national
Catholic lay
leadership
award

2019

“In May 2018, I took my first
course, Introduction to the
Catholic Faith. VLCFF always
gives wonderful and clear
information. I have deepened
my knowledge and, within the
parish, I have put into practice
what I have learned and share
my new knowledge with the
people of my community.”
—Clara Luz Ramírez de Mancía
San Cristobal, Cuscatlán, El Salvador

VLCFF delivers first course in
Arabic; Zukowski receives award
for outstanding contributions to
Catholic intellectual life from the
Association of Catholic Colleges
and Universities

2020

VLCFF serves
more than
88 diocesan
partners

Spring 2020 | UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MAGAZINE

13

FLIGHT
DECK
NEWSWORTHY
CLICK
FOR MORE
(video)

HOLY MARY

In the presence of Mary
At a shrine in Spain, Chaminade saw the future

E

XILED FROM FRANCE DURING THE

French Revolution, Blessed William Joseph Chaminade went to
Zaragoza, Spain. He arrived there
on Oct. 11, 1797, the vigil of the Feast of Our
Lady of the Pillar.
According to tradition, Mary, the
mother of Jesus, in A.D. 40 was living in
Jerusalem but miraculously appeared in
what now is Spain to the Apostle James
the Greater who was preaching there. The
statue that is now venerated in the basilica
in Zaragoza dates from the 15th century,
when the basilica was rebuilt after a fire.
Made of wood, the 15-inch tall statue sits
upon a jasper pillar that is a little less than
6 feet tall.
The exile Chaminade arrived on the
vigil as celebrations began with the lighting of 1,000 silver lamps, the ringing of
bells and sounds of organ concerts — a
stark contrast to the suppression of religion in France. During his time in Spain

(he returned to France in 1800), Chaminade is said to have spent much quiet time
with Our Lady of the Pillar.
Chaminade had come from the chaos
of France to a place where he was able
to peacefully pray and reflect. Brother
Thomas F. Giardino, S.M. ’65, sees a parallel between Chaminade’s experience and
ours. “Today our lives face much disruption,” Giardino said.
“In the midst of disruption in France,”
Giardino said, “Chaminade first went underground, then to Spain. And he paused,
reflected on the disruption and planned
with other priests what they would do
when they could return to France.”
He said a key to the Society of Mary,
founded by Chaminade, is “reflection in
the presence of Mary in the midst of disruption. Don’t avoid the disruption. Reflect
and decide what to do.
“And that’s a reason the University of
Dayton now exists.” — T H O M A S M . C O L U M B U S

A copy of the statue
of Our Lady of the
Pillar, given to the
University of Dayton
by the mayor of
Zaragoza, Spain, in
1950 to mark the
centennial of the
foundation of the
University of Dayton.

FEEDBACK

And the
survey says
UNIV
ER
SITY
OF D
AY T

BLACK

HOLE D
REAM

ON M
AGA

ING

DUNKS,

FREES

ZINE

RE BI RT H OF

SUMM
ER 20
19 | V
O LU

ARCADE

DAYT ON ’S

ME 11
, NUM
B
ER 4

SUMM
VOLU
ER 20
ME 1
19
1, NU
MBER
4

14

AND TH
REES

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON

Magazine audience reads, learns
from and acts as a result of receiving the publication, according to
the magazine’s annual survey of
a random sample of all print and
digital subscribers. Results indicate the publication is of high
quality and serves as a primary
source of information about the
University for 82% of our readers.
Readers agree the magazine
highlights UD’s engagement with
the community (84%) and how
UD is fulfilling its mission (85%).

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MAGAZINE | Spring 2020

They also agree that the magazine
helps build UD’s reputation (88%)
and strengthens the reader’s personal connection to UD (82%).
The top story from 2019 was “32
Seconds in the Oregon.”
Most prefer to read UD Magazine in print (86%), and readers
commented that the redesign
unveiled in autumn 2019 was
brighter, cleaner and more colorful, with praise for the addition of
color photos in Class Notes.
Our audience likes to buck
stereotypes: Readers under 25

say they first turn to the features
section, and 25% of Golden Flyers
use UD’s e-newsletter as their primary source of information about
the University. Readers of all ages
say we need to do a better job with
multimedia extras and cross-platform storytelling; we hear you.
Thanks to all respondents
for their participation. We invite
readers to stay connected to UD
throughout the seasons through
the redesigned magazine website
at udayton.edu/magazine and on
Twitter @daymag.

SHADOW BOXES
V IE W F IN D E R
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Your gifts,
your day 2019

We are one
GIVING DAY 2020

NEWSWORTHY

Flyers join together April 2 to support today’s students

U

NIVERSITY OF DAYTON ALUMNI AND

friends are ready to double down for
giving day 2020, to be held April 2.
After eclipsing last year’s goal of 1,850
donors — a number significant to the year UD
was founded, 1850 — this year the University is
looking for 3,700 donors giving any amount to
any fund during One Day, One Dayton.
“That act of joining once more in community
means we advance our mission,” said Miranda
Zink, director of annual giving. “We open our
doors to more deserving students. We provide
hands-on experiences to inspire all Flyers to lead
and serve as soon as they graduate. And we build
upon the excellence of our current people and
programs.”

The theme for this year is “I Am One,” one
member of the Flyer family joining with others —
“We Are One” — to support today’s students. As
with last year, this giving day will include a social
media campaign where Flyers and friends are
encouraged to share their giving and their own “I
Am One” statements tagging #1Day1Dayton.
Events to be held on campus April 2 to celebrate giving day include a 5K race and walk,
which alumni and the community are welcome
to attend. For giving day details and to register
for the 5K, visit your.udayton.edu/1D1D.
Last year, 5,638 donors raised $866,284 in
24 hours during the University’s inaugural One
Dayton, One Dayton campaign. See story at right
for the funds your gifts supported.

During UD’s inaugural
giving day, your
gifts helped support:
1 4 students serving in rural
Appalachian communities.
College of Arts and Sciences
Dean’s Summer Fellows
for undergraduates pursuing
research.
Leonardo Enterprises
student innovation project
creating adaptive board
games for children.
Flyer Promise Scholarships.
FactSet database for
investment students in the
Davis and Hanley centers.
Campus Ministry student
pilgrimage to Catedral
de Santiago de Compostela
along the Camino de
Santiago in Spain.
Ron Burrows Scholarship for
Accounting Students.
Women’s Center
programming.
Marian Library.
Rugby Endowment Fund to
support student scholarships.
ETHOS technical-service
immersions (see Page 28).

“I AM ONE

student

“I AM ONE

alumna

“I AM ONE

alumnus and
staff member

working with others
to spread the word
about fair trade
on campus and
promote fair trade
worldwide.”

from a threegeneration
Flyer family that
believes in the
transformatonal
power of giving.”

proud to lead a
team committed
to serving families
in the Marianist
tradition.”

—Jillian DeWitt,
senior, operations and
supply management

—Debra Plousha-Moore ’89,
member, University of Dayton
board of trustees

—Rob Durkle ’78,
associate vice president, dean
of admission and financial aid

16
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Scholarships for future
teachers through the School
of Education and Health
Sciences.
Financial aid for students
of the online law degree
program.
Christmas on Campus fund.
Model UN club programming.
Malawi Research Practicum
student support.
Michael and Patricia Mutek
School of Law Scholarship.
And much more.

Photographs (from left) by MICHAEL DUNEKACKE / BRIGHAM FISHER / LARRY BURGESS

Josh Biris ’19
5 QUESTIONS WITH

The youngest child of seven,
Josh Biris has never given up.
Not when his father died his
senior year of high school
just before he received his
admission letter from
UD. And not when in fall
2017 he learned his mother
had stage four cancer; he drove
from Dayton to Cleveland every
weekend to care for her until her
death that December. The mechanical
engineering major leveraged his
student co-op job into a coveted
position in GE Aviation’s two-year
Operations Management Leadership
Program, where he’ll start this
spring. He spoke to UD Magazine
the day before his Dec. 14
graduation.

1

I hear you like to challenge yourself.
I do. I went into engineering because
I was good at math and science,
I wanted to study at a place where I’d have
good connections to my professors, and I
wanted to be pushed. That’s why this is an
amazing engineering program. But college
has been a rough journey for me — not
academically, but with my family problems.
MEC (the Multi-Ethnic Education and Engagement Center) was my rock. They were always
there for me, and they kept me going.

2

How did MEC help you? I became an
academic success ambassador. MEC
put me in contact with students who
needed resources to be able to achieve in college. Physics, math, engineering, science — I’d
help tutor in whatever subject students needed.
Special thanks to Cynthia Payne, the assistant
director of academic success. I could reach out
to her for anything, and she can always reach
out to me. My favorite thing is to give back.

3

Tell us about your co-op. Gerica
Brown, the director of the Minority
Engineering Program, used her network
to get my résumé in front of GE Aviation. I’ve
learned from GE a lot about engineering, but
I’ve also learned that I’m a people person. I love
being on the plant floor, talking with people,
learning about their lives. And I learned about
myself that I’m not someone who can sit behind
a desk all day. As an engineer you’re a problem
solver, and that helps you navigate any problem, whether it’s with a product or with people.

4

Who’s coming to graduation?
Two of my brothers are coming from
Pennsylvania with their families. My
sister, who I currently live with, is coming
down from Cleveland with her husband and
her child. There’s an uncle and one of my best
friends up in Cleveland who is also my barber.
Also, my girlfriend Yasmeen and her mom will
be there. When I see them all, I have a feeling
that I’m just going to break down, because of
everything that I went through and how they
saw me through it all. I can show their kids that,
no matter what happens to you, you can keep
going. There’s always light at the end of the
tunnel, something better to come.

5

And you’ll be thinking of your
parents? My dad was my biggest
support; anything I needed, I could
always call him. My mom would always tell
her friends about me. I would say, right now,
that they’d be really proud of me getting this
degree — no matter what degree it would have
been — and also that I have a future lined up for
myself with GE.
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FLYER TIME

11:55 a.m.,
Marycrest
18
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It’s piled on the plate, steaming hot with a yellow glow that will warm your
insides. But gooey goodness is not the only reason students rush to Marycrest
dining hall for lunch and dinner on Mac & Cheese Mondays. It’s an injection
of carbs to start their week. It’s a weekly date with their roomies. And then
there’s the experience — standing in line, being greeted by smiling dining staff,
picking their preferred combination of pasta, cheese and toppings. Feeling
spicy? Bacon, tomatoes and jalapeños get piled on. Feeling healthy? Broccoli’s
on the menu (and doesn’t diminish the comfort food quotient.) Says junior
graphic design major Kat Niekamp, “It’s still mac and cheese, no matter what.”

Photograph by KATHRYN NIEKAMP ’21
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WHERE ARE YOU READING
U N IVE RS IT Y O F DAY TO N MAGA Z I N E?

1 Tom Lamendola ’62
celebrated becoming an
octogenarian with family and
friends at the Bellagio Hotel in
Las Vegas. He writes, “We
decided to read a little old
UD story to Tony the Tiger,
who seemed to enjoy it with a
smile and not a roaring growl
— lucky for me.”
2 Benjamin Borton ’15 and
Allison Gaier Borton ’17 went to
Alaska for their honeymoon
following their July 6, 2019,
wedding. They took the UD
Magazine to a glacier landing
tour with the peak of Denali in
the background.

3 Tom Malczewski ’76 and Gina
Toomey Malczewski ’76 went on
a 12-day cruise in the Southern
Caribbean Islands after their
son’s wedding in September.
The couple was also celebrating
Gina’s State of Michigan Senior
Volunteer of the Year award
presented by the governor of
Michigan for all her work in
promoting chemistry with her role
in the American Chemical Society
and becoming an ACS Fellow.
4 Roommates of 403 Stonemill,
Travis Roe ’02 and Mark Bennett
’02, celebrated the 186th
Oktoberfest in Munich, a bucket
list item for both. They write,

“The UD Magazine showed
up days before the trip and
seemed appropriate to bring
along since, without the
University, this 20+ year
friendship would have never
formed.”
5 Claire Cerezo ’04 and June
Pfaff Daley ’92 brought UD
Magazine along for a girls’
weekend in Las Vegas where
they enjoyed gambling at
Caeser’s Palace. The friends met
12 years ago after discovering
they had UD in common.
6 Sue Guinan Griffith ’80,
Nancy Eisenhauer Reed ’80 and

Barb Klupchak ’80 met in
Boston to celebrate birthdays
and explore the historic city,
including a stop at Cheers bar.
7 Linda Russo ’81 and friends
from the Class of 1982 Anne
Tortorello, Lynn Domenico Benko,
Allison Otto Maguire, Susan
Whittemore Mentecki and Virginia
McKenna Brownell traveled to
Boothbay, Maine, in October
2019 for a 440 Lowes reunion.
8 Junjie Zhu ’09, Carrie Abbott
Zhu ’10 and their two kids visited
Shanghai for two weeks. They
posed in front of the Bund with
the Pearl TV Tower in front of the

Huangpu River while visiting
family and friends.
9 Friends from college
Christine Gates Brinkman ’10
and Sarah Keelor Vonderhaar
’08 took UD Magazine to
St. Gabriel Consolidated School
in Glendale, Ohio, where
Christine teaches physical
education. Sarah’s daughter
Emma and Christine’s son SJ
are in the same class this year.
Future Flyers, here they come.

Where are you reading
University of Dayton Magazine?
Send us your photo to
magazine@udayton.edu.
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JOB, WELL DONE

N JUST SIX MONTHS, THE LAND NEXT TO ALUMNI HOUSE

on L Street went from demolition site to a red-bricked home
for job interviews held on campus. Named the Employer
Engagement Center, its nine interview rooms are being used
by local and global employers, as well as on-campus offices, to interview students for positions from housing fellow to computer
programmer.
“We’ve been in temporary interview space for years,” said
Kelsey O’Rourke, assistant director of employer relations for Career Services. Those spaces have included Roesch Library study

Furniture choices, as
requested by employers:
comfortable chairs for the
interviewer, and chairs that
neither roll nor bounce
for the interviewee.

rooms and cubicles on the fifth floor of Fitz Hall.
It’s an upgrade obvious to both interviewer and interviewee.
The permanent and private spaces, with blue-painted walls and
windows for natural light, demonstrate the value UD places on developing the student-employer relationship, O’Rourke said. Employers prize access to UD students, and by interviewing on campus, employers are conveying to students, “We value your time.”
Last year, 92 employers conducted 710 interviews on campus.
“Our students are highly sought after and are getting jobs in their
fields,” O’Rourke said. “It’s a great time to be a job seeker.”

One of the largest rooms, which
can accommodate seven people and
includes a white board, flat screen and
camera for remote conferencing.

Office of Theresa Withrow,
recruiting coordinator, who
schedules the facility for
interviews, as well as faculty
and staff meetings and as practice
space for student presentations.

In addition to employer relations, UD Career Services offers career advising
for students and alumni, facilitates on-campus employment, and produces the
Flyer First Destination Survey, which tracks the success of recent graduates. In
the most recent survey, 97% of recent graduates reported being employed or
committed to service programs or graduate studies within six months of graduation.

20
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First interview was held Jan. 24 for the position
of residence assistant with UD’s housing and
residence life. Chris Jones, a first-year theater
major, was among those who applied. Jones said
he appreciated the convenient location and aesthetics of the new building: “The paint on the wall was a
beautiful shade of blue that created a calming feeling.
The space made me feel comfortable and relaxed.”

A kitchenette and
break room help out
employers, who can
spend a day or more in
back-to-back interviews.

Plante Moran, among the largest
accounting firms in the U.S., was the
first off-campus employer to use the
space. It interviewed for intern and
staff positions in tax and audit.

Illustration by BROTHER BOB HUGHES, S.M.

MAINSTREAM

What you said
Eric F. Spina
@DaytonPrezSpina

Virginia (Ginny) Rajnes

Rachel
Szabo
@racasza

Traveling to see my beloved #DaytonFlyers for
my annual visit to the place I love — University
of Dayton. This school did more than educate
me, it reinforced core values, inspired me to be
mission and purpose driven, and connected me
to like-minded people who are #friendsforlife.

With my favorite
#DaytonFlyer
@chachasza23
on Senior Night
#dayton6th
#putszaboin
Great to be with @DaytonMGolf at a @UDaytonAlumni
gathering in Hilton Head. Excited to see the men compete
tomorrow in a tournament!

Chris Bottomley
@udchris98

I entered @univofdayton as a freshman in
1993, 27 years ago. I turn 45 this summer,
which means I’ve been waiting way over
half my life for a @DaytonMBB season like
this. It’s a great time to be a #Flyer!

Kebi

@4paws_kebi

Joshua Burrow

@JoshuaABurrow

AVP_Wiggins
@AvpWiggins

It is always great
connecting with
alumni and friends
at @univofdayton!
Our scholars continue to represent
at a higher level!
Rachel.
@h_achel

Greetings from the lower half of a dismantled
sputtering tool in the @univofdayton NanoFab
Lab #PPEmePlease #phdlife #nanofab
#BlackandSTEM #optics #physics

My day is just made
when I see a fellow
Flyer that I've never
met before and we
bond instantly.
#FlyersForLife
@univofdayton

💕

iz a good day to be a Flyer
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Eye
see you

Is Alexa simply smart,
or a slave to cash in on
convenience? — G I T A B A L A K R I S H N A N

22
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C

ONSUMERS ARE EMBRACING SMART DEVICES AS OUR HOMES AND OUR

lives are increasingly becoming more connected to the “internet of things.” This
includes smart doorbells and speakers, thermostats that know when you’re
home, Alexa units that talk to you, robotic vacuum cleaners that map your
home, and even litter boxes that clean themselves. American households are buying into
the ease of monitoring and controlling their internet of things devices with a click of a
button on their phone.
With that comfort comes a downside. Since most devices have microphones and cameras, cybercriminals can hear and see what you do. News stories tell us of hackers getting
access to devices like baby monitors and then speaking to a child in its crib.
All internet of things devices gather personal data in order to function properly. For
example, how could your fitness tracker work optimally if it didn’t collect your age as well
as your heart rate? Think of all the devices with which you interact that could map your

Photograph by JACKIE NIAM, SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

HONORED

morning for a hacker: when you wake up, when
your coffee maker turns on, when you shower,
when you leave for work? The personal data
gathering potential is only limited by what we
choose not to connect to the internet.
Campus experts consider consumer responsibility and how to be smart about what we
choose. They also discuss how artificial intelligence differs from smart devices and the ethical
implications of creating a machine so intuitive
that it not only knows when you want your coffee
but also whether it’s wise to connect your coffee
pot to the internet in the first place — and whether it’s wise for it to suggest you switch to decaf.

Thaddeus Hoffmeister
Professor of law

Smart technology raises a myriad of legal issues. The problem areas cited most often are privacy and security. Privacy involves safeguarding
the confidential information of the individual
while security is the method used to keep that
information safe. With respect to privacy, the
real challenge lies in the information collected
by the internet of things device and how that information might be used.
For example, devices both directly and indirectly create large amounts of data on consumers. This information will allow companies and
the government to sort individuals more precisely than ever before. This sorting could have
data points that include the user’s race, employment status, health history and more. When
used individually, these data points may not
reveal much; however, when combined in unexpected ways, it can tell a lot about an individual
consumer.
But, I don’t think you can put the genie back
in the bottle. Smart technology offers too many
benefits ranging from improved quality of life
to reduced energy consumption. For example,
internet of things insulin pumps and blood pressure cuffs allow patients to record, track and
monitor their vital signs without physically going to a doctor’s office.
Consumers should take the time to read the
privacy policies of the devices they use and ask
themselves, does this device really need to connect to the internet? Remember, any device, no
matter how insignificant, can be hacked if connected to the internet. In addition, consumers
should generally default to the highest privacy
setting available.
Finally, internet of things devices in the home

should be placed on a separate WiFi network,
different from the one used for other devices like
smartphones and laptops. Thus, a compromise
of any device will not necessarily grant access to
other primary devices. Going from one network
to the other would require additional effort by
the attacker.

Bill Marvin

Lecturer, Department of Philosophy
First, I think people throw around loosely the
idea of artificial intelligence and smart technology. In physics, there is this concept called singularity that occurs when artificial intelligence actually becomes intelligent and gets a sense of self.
For example, I know, as a human, that when I’m
thinking, I am actually the one thinking. There is
a serious mistake about confusing AI and smart
technology. These are different things.
When you have something like your phone,
even though it can do a lot of things, and seems
to be intuitive, it’s not actually thinking. It just
has high levels of processing technology. We can
pack more and more software into these machines, but that does not make it smart.
In terms of how smart technology impacts
our privacy, we have a right to that, but we also
have a right to protect ourselves with things like
video doorbells. The question is, when do you
draw the line?
As I see it now, most people have a diminished
sense of privacy. They are voluntarily giving up
their privacy on social media. So that makes this
issue hard.
But that is completely different than true
artificial intelligence. It’s really tough to create
what we are as humans. Computers do not deal
with what we take for granted as humans — common sense.
True intelligence requires emotional intelligence. I think it’s wishful thinking we would ever
really get there. But if we do, we have a serious
question to ask ourselves.
Do we go there if we can and is it ethical to do
so? Here’s what’s troubling. If you’ve created an
entity that truly has self awareness, then essentially you’ve created a person. And why do we as
humans create or build anything? To serve some
human need.
So if you’ve created an entity that is human,
basically you’ve now created a slave. We, as humans, have moral duties toward that. Do we decide to do that, even if we can? I’m not sure what
those implications would be.

Global
innovator
The University will confer upon
Lori Hinnenkamp Beer ’89 an Honorary Doctor of Science during the
annual Brother Joseph W. Stander
Symposium April 12. Her keynote
address, which begins at 7 p.m. in
Kennedy Union ballroom, is open
to the public.
Beer is the global chief
information officer of JPMorgan
Chase & Co. and a member of the
company’s operating committee,
responsible for the firm’s technology systems and infrastructure
worldwide. Beer manages a
budget of more than $11 billion and
more than 50,000 technologists
supporting JPMorgan Chase’s
retail, wholesale, and asset and
wealth management businesses.
She also serves as the co-sponsor
of the firm’s Access Ability business
resource group.
Beer serves as a role model for
students interested in developing
skills in intellectual curiosity. Beer
was an electrical engineering
student at UD before realizing her
passion in technology and switching her major to computer science.
“Find your passion and pursue
it,” she advises today’s students.
“Try different things and really
broaden your skills. Enjoy the four
years and build as many relationships as you can. The network you
create now will follow you into your
future.”
The University confers
honorary degrees on individuals
of extraordinary and distinguished
achievement who exemplify
the University’s mission, aspirations and institutional values.
Nominate an individual at bit.ly/
UDM_honorarydegree.
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According to a
teammate, Terry
Ross as a Flyer
“was the adult in
the room.”

SPORTS

I heard my
teammate singing
FRIENDS

We connected. Opposites attract. — D O U G

F

HARRIS ’79

ORMER UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON BASKETBALL PLAYER TERRY ROSS ’78 HAS

always been someone who would strike up a conversation with complete strangers. And it’s not a running-for-mayor type of interaction. The warmth he exudes
is genuine.
When he walks through his neighborhood Kroger store, he’ll greet workers behind each
counter by name and talk to them as if they’re old friends. A trip to pick up milk and bread
can take an hour or two.

24
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That’s why it’s no surprise he developed tight bonds with the staff at Indiana
University Health Methodist Hospital in
Indianapolis after going through emergency surgery just after Christmas — two
seven-hour operations, actually — for
bone-marrow cancer in his upper spine,
followed by three weeks of rehab and
recovery.
He was so personable with the staff
that he even chatted with them while
under the fog of anesthesia — though
the words didn’t always come out as he
intended.
“I threatened one of the sweet guys
who was trying to keep me under control after the first surgery,” he said with
a chuckle. “I was hallucinating, and I told
him, ‘I know a hitman, and he’s going
to come down from Philadelphia to see
if I’m OK.’ We laughed about that for a
long time.”
My first real conversation with Terry
took place as we were going through the
training table line after practice as Flyer teammates in 1976-77. He was singing — beautifully — with a complete lack
of self-consciousness. It probably was a
gospel song, but it could’ve been Marvin
Gaye.
Me: Hey, you sing pretty well.
Terry: Thanks, Doug. Actually, basketball is my third talent. First is art, and
second is singing.
Me: Really?
Me thinking to myself later: Who
talks like that?
I was intrigued and won over by his
openness and confidence, neither of
which I had in great abundance. We connected immediately. Opposites attract.
Though I didn’t know it then, we’d become best friends for 40-plus years.
On a road trip with the Flyers to New
Orleans, we went to the premier of a little
film called Star Wars. We didn’t think it
was much, but I hear it did pretty well.
We became roommates after college
and went to movies regularly. Confession: We’d sometimes pay once and see
two or three shows, sneaking into adjacent theaters. I’m hoping the statute of
limitations has run out on that.
Before my junior year and his senior

Photograph (above) courtesy UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON ATHLETICS / (opposite) courtesy TERRY ROSS

season in 1977-78, I tried to gently warn
him not to get his hopes up about finally
cracking the starting lineup, figuring a
hotshot incoming freshman would get the
nod at center.
Not only did Terry start, but he was a
stout defender on a 19-10 team that beat
No. 7 Notre Dame and No. 11 Syracuse and
just missed the NCAA tournament (it was
a 32-team field then). We played in the
NIT and advanced to the quarterfinals.
Jim Paxson ’79, Erv Giddings ’78 and
Jack Zimmerman ’80 did most of the scoring, but Terry, who still holds (tied with
the late Steve McElvene) the UD singlegame freshman record for rebounds with
16, averaged 8.0 points and 6.0 boards.
And at 6-9, he guarded — effectively —
taller players like DePaul’s Dave Corzine,
Cincinnati’s Robert Miller and Notre
Dame’s Bill Laimbeer.
As our coach, Don Donoher ’54, said
about those matchups, “They would all
tell you it was a fight.”
Coach Donoher added: “He was a delight. He had the best attitude any player
could ever have. A marvelous teammate
and a contributor at the same time. He
wasn’t a scorer, but, boy, he gave his all every second.”
Jack, a UD Hall of Famer, recalls Terry
being “the adult in the room, in the sense
that he was super grounded in who he was
and how he perceived life. You always felt
great around Terry. He radiated joy and
optimism.
“He was enthusiastic every day — happy to see and engage with people, but also
doing so with a quiet, spiritual calm. He
saw the best in everyone.”
Terry was the best man in my wedding, and I was a groomsman in his. We’ve
laughed a bunch. But we also cried together when both our wives went through
cancer.
That’s why seeing what he’s endured
these last few months has left me feeling
helpless, and a little scared.
It started innocently enough. We’d
gotten together frequently since he retired after a long career as a graphic
designer for a TV station in Indy (I’m a
semi-retired sports writer). But while
he’d been experiencing pain in his upper

back for months, he didn’t realize he had
a serious condition until collapsing in his
garage.
“I saw some trash on the floor, and
when I went down to pick it up, both of my
legs turned into rubber. I suddenly realized I was paralyzed,” he said.
“I’m going on 64 years old, and I can’t
remember anything in my life that has
terrified me more than having paralyzed
legs — well, except
thinking I might lose
my dear wife Elaine
to cancer. It was horrifying. I hollered for
my wife and told her,
‘Honey, I can’t get up.’
“I had feeling in
my upper body, and
she managed to get
me back in the house.
But we looked at each
other and knew there
was something seriously wrong.”
He was diagnosed
with stage 3 multiple
myeloma.
Doctors
were only able to remove about 20% of
the cancer, despite going through his throat
and the back of his
neck. They had to stop
because of excessive
bleeding from the tumor, which was pressing against his spine.
The doctors operated again on Jan. 2
to install hardware to
further stabilize his
neck and back, which
were wearing away. He was fitted for a
hard-shell neck brace for protection, and
he’s facing extensive radiation and chemo
treatments.
He’s mobile again with the help of a
walker, but he’s lost that melodic voice,
at least temporarily, because doctors had
to displace his vocal chords during surgery. His words come out in a raspy, Vito
Corleone near-whisper.
But while the prognosis isn’t good

long-term, doctors are confident he can
beat it — mainly because of how physically
strong he is. That probably wouldn’t come
as a surprise to Corzine or Laimbeer.
He also has a whole host of people
pulling and praying for him, including the UD community. He received an
encouraging note from basketball coach
Anthony Grant, saying, “Once a Flyer,
always a Flyer.”
And he has an inner strength, having
been steeped in Christianity from childhood. His late mother,
Eva Ross, was one of
the most saintly people I’ve ever known,
and Terry would read
his Bible daily when
we lived together,
though he admits he’d
lost some of his fervor.
That’s why he considers his ordeal ultimately a blessing. He’s
never felt closer to the
Lord, and he believes,
whether his stay on
earth is long or short,
heaven is waiting on
the other side.
“At one point, I
was contemplating, do
we move forward with
this?” he said of the
recovery battle, concerned about leaving
his wife with heavy
medical bills. “But
Elaine was always the
same: ‘Honey, we’re
going to get you better.’ So, we chose life.”
He feels as if there’s more for him to
do, more smiles and hellos to share with
people like those at Kroger, which would
certainly make them happy.
But it probably also means he won’t be
on time for dinner.

He was so
personable
with the
staff that he
even chatted
with them
while under
the fog of
anesthesia.

Anyone wanting more information about
Terry Ross’ situation may contact Doug Harris
at pdouglasharris@yahoo.com.
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FLIGHT
DECK

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Season to remember

SPORTS

Following these Flyers is a lot of fun.

T

HE UD MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM RANKED THIRD IN

the Atlantic 10 Conference preseason poll. But the Flyer
Faithful were cautiously optimistic and hoping for more.
They got it. The team swept the A-10 regular season, finishing 18-0. The Flyers made a showing that impressed national media
and attracted ESPN’s College GameDay to campus for a live show.

Obi Toppin
RED SHIRT
SOPHOMORE FORWARD

He can dribble,
pass, shoot, excite
the crowd with dunks
and play defense.
Last year’s A-10
Rookie of the Year,
Toppin has this
year earned national
attention as
one of the best
college players
in the country.

As the University of Dayton Magazine was going to press, Dayton
was ranked No. 3, the highest since 1956.
With an energetic defense and one of the nation’s most efficient offenses (combining exceptional passing and high-percentage
shooting), the Flyers finished the season 29-2 overall, with those two
games lost, in overtime, to two ranked teams. — T H O M A S M . C O L U M B U S

Jalen
Crutcher

Rodney
Chatman

JUNIOR GUARD

RED SHIRT
JUNIOR GUARD

Besides lobbing
alley-oops to Toppin,
Crutcher has earned the
nickname “Clutcher” for
his performance under
pressure. Flyer MVP last
year, Crutcher this year
became the first Flyer
to be named A-10
Player of the Week two
weeks in a row.

His ability to handle
the ball has freed up
Crutcher to be more of
a scoring threat.
Chatman’s tenacious
defense lessens the
scoring threat of
opponents.

Trey Landers

Ryan Mikesell

SENIOR GUARD

GRAD STUDENT
FORWARD

The program’s game
notes call Landers
“Dayton’s most physical
and emotional player.”
Last year’s leading
rebounder and the previous year’s most improved
player, Landers continued
to improve this year,
bringing more accuracy
to his 3-point shot.

Landers and Mikesell,
who received his
undergraduate degree
in May 2019 in mechanical
engineering, have been
called the “glue” that
helps hold the team
together. Mikesell is a
man of multiple talents —
when he is on the court,
Dayton averages
substantially more points
than its opponents.

THE BENCH

Ibi Watson
RED SHIRT JUNIOR GUARD

Sixth-man Watson averages nearly
as many minutes as a starter. Deadly
from 3-point range, he also has mastered
the high-percentage point-blank shot.
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Jordy
Tshimanga,
whose season
started late because
of a knee injury, provides a
substantial presence under
the basket.

Dwayne
Cohill and
Jhery Matos
have contributed
from the guard
position.

Photographs by ERIK SCHELKUN

SPORTS SHORTS

Champions, again
The UD women’s basketball team
ranked second in the Atlantic 10
Conference preseason poll. After a
preconference schedule against some
of the nation’s top teams, the Flyers
started winning, a lot.
On Feb. 19, the Flyers ran their
league record to 13-0, assuring them,
even with three regular season games
remaining, of a first place finish. It’s the
third time in Shauna Green’s four years
as head coach [pictured, above] that
Dayton ended the season in first place.
The Flyers then won the conference tournament, held at UD Arena.
As the magazine was going to press,
fans were waiting to see where the
team would be headed in the NCAA
tournament.

Mary Ann Hickey has
followed the Flyers
across the country.

FANATIC

Following the Flyers
To a lot of places, a lot of times

M

ARY ANN HICKEY HAS FOLLOWED

the Flyers. A lot — from Maui to
Puerto Rico and points in between
such as Atlantic City, New Jersey;
Charleston, South Carolina; Chicago; Cincinnati; Columbus, Ohio; Memphis, Tennessee; New
York; Normal, Illinois; Oxford, Ohio; Pittsburgh;
Spokane, Washington; St. Louis and more.
Now 91, she keeps in shape for following the
Flyers with regular workouts. “Somebody working on a master’s degree years ago was doing a
study on exercise and bone density,” she said. “I
participated and started working out. I still do.”
Her red and blue journey dates to games in the
UD Fieldhouse and before. Hickey remembers
her first Flyers game. She was home from college,
Mount St. Joseph. “My brother went to UD, but
it didn’t have dorms for women then,” she said,
with perhaps a note of indignation in her voice.
That first game she saw, Dayton vs. Loyola of
Maryland, was played in the Coliseum at what
then was the Montgomery County Fairgrounds.

Tom Blackburn’s Flyers won 68-42.
The fairgrounds has moved; its old site is now
onMain, Dayton’s Imagination District. The
Fieldhouse has morphed into the Frericks Center. And the UD Arena is now in its 50th season.
A lot of seasons. A lot of memories.
She’s hugged Flyer great Roosevelt Chapman
and danced with band director Willie Morris.
One winter’s day, her street was blocked by
snow. But there was a Flyers game. So she called
the city of Kettering and explained that to them.
She kept calling. Her daughter, Cathleen, estimated her mother called 10 times.
One of the family’s favorite stories is of the
time her late husband grabbed her hand and
said, “Don’t, Mary Ann.” Hickey, having been
disturbed by a referee’s call against her Flyers,
had removed a shoe and cocked it behind her ear,
ready to let it sail. — T H O M A S M . C O L U M B U S

Photographs (left) by KATHRYN NIEKAMP ’21 / (right) by ERIK SCHELKUN

Read about another lifelong Flyer fan, 15-year-old
Kevin Doerzbacher, online at udayton.edu/magazine.

Trautman,
Easterling named
football
All-Americans
The Associated Press named
tight end Adam Trautman and
defensive back Brandon Easterling
First Team Football Championship
Subdivision All-Americans.
Easterling, a junior, led FCS
football in total tackles per game
(12.7), solo tackles per game (7.5)
and turnovers acquired (nine: six interceptions, three fumble recoveries).
Trautman received a degree in
electrical engineering in December
and the next month caught two
passes in the Senior Bowl. He set UD
records for receptions in a season
(70), touchdown catches in a season
(14), career receptions (178) and
career touchdown catches (31).
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ANDES
DREAMS

		 B Y J E A N E E N P A R S O N S 
NEWSWORTHY

Two engineering students
find passion in helping
patients in La Paz, Bolivia.
They’re sharing the
story with the world.
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FIRST STEPS
A camera crew
recorded UD engineering students
working in Bolivia
with amputees.

GREAT VIEW
Students take the
audience of the docuseries around La Paz
and into the prosthetics
clinic Funprobo.

TH E E N G I N E E R S

N THE SOUTH AMERICAN NATION OF BOLIVIA, KNOWN FOR ITS HIGH MOUNTAINS

and colorful culture, the view students Ellen Lucchesi and Michael Fornadel saw most
frequently was the bright yellow and red paint on the walls of their box-like workshop.
But what they saw happen inside that workshop was infinitely more stunning: Shapeless materials being molded into the form of a leg or foot. Lifeless plastic that would soon
restore mobility, independence and dignity to someone after the loss of a leg.
“After watching the guys in the workshop using these little handsaws and tools on
something that came out of what looked like an oversized Easy-Bake Oven was amazing,” said Lucchesi, who graduated in December with her degree in mechanical engineering. “Sometimes simpler solutions work, and I think it’s important for us to remember that as engineers.”
For 19 years, UD students like Lucchesi and Fornadel have been providing research,
expertise and helping hands during technical immersions around the globe through
ETHOS, Engineers in Technical Humanitarian Opportunities of Service. Students work
with communities to improve lives through local, innovative solutions. It’s a way for the
University to educate ethical, smart engineers, but it’s also an opportunity for the students to grow and stretch in ways they didn’t know were possible.
The experience gave Lucchesi and Fornadel a glimpse into how the knowledge
and skills they acquired at UD can be applied in ways that make a real difference in a very
personal way — like replacing a lost limb. They also learned how being an engineer can have a
real impact on their lives when using their talents to serve others. During their 10 weeks in La
Paz, Bolivia, it was about being patient, mindful, compassionate and perceptive, traits that allowed them to learn to build prosthetics along with the trust of their patients. It was also about
feeling a bit like a movie star. And thanks to that fame, they’re sharing the ETHOS model with
the world.
30
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The ETHOS program in the School of
Engineering looks at the skill sets of students and then matches them to locations in
need of those abilities. The Funprobo prosthetics clinic in La Paz was a great fit for two
of last summer’s students. The nonprofit
organization provides prosthetics to people
with limited resources who have lost one
or both lower extremities. The small staff
hosts volunteers from all over the world
who donate their time and talent to the
people of La Paz. Clinic staff are grateful for
the support, but as Fornadel said, it’s often
the volunteers who gain the most from the
experience.
“Before getting to the clinic, we thought
of prosthetics as being these high-tech
things made of flexible metals or polymers
or titanium, but we saw in La Paz that more
traditional prosthetics — the kind made of
plastic and painted to be flesh-tone — were
just as effective,” said Fornadel, who graduated in December with his degree in mechanical engineering. “As engineers, sometimes we try to make things more complex,
more advanced. That’s not necessarily a
bad thing, but it also might lead to more unnecessary problems.”
Day-to-day activities at the clinic covered a lot of ground. At times it was fixing
broken furniture or cleaning up around
the workshop. Sometimes they organized
the office, prepped the clinic for patients
or looked at ways to streamline processes.
Or it might be helping mold plastic to form
legs. Clinic staff were updating the Funprobo website, so the students pitched in by
recording patient testimonials and adding
photos to Funprobo’s Facebook page to further promote the clinic.

ETHOS FUN FACTS

2001

Year ETHOS was co-founded
by Christine Vehar Jutte ’01 after an
engineering immersion experience.

500

Since then, more than

ETHOS students have served in
20 countries on 4 continents in
service with 56 partner organizations.
Because of the cultural norms in Bolivian society, patient interaction was limited
and dictated by gender most of the time.
Men weren’t permitted to be present when
a female patient was being measured for a
device or fitted to avoid making her uncomfortable. Lucchesi was able to work hands-on
with some of the female patients and assisted
with their rehab, but typically the students
observed clinic staff during these sessions,
helping out when asked. These observations
were eye-opening, Lucchesi said. To see a
child kick a soccer ball for the first time, or a
mother be able to care for her children more
independently, gave the students a personal
revelation of how engineering can fulfill
dreams and touch lives in positive ways.
“I’ve always had an interest in medicine,”
Lucchesi said. “My mom is a nurse so maybe
that’s why, but I knew medical school or
nursing wasn’t for me. My love of math drew
me to engineering, and the biomechanical
faculty at UD really sparked my interests,
especially my undergraduate research under
assistant professor Tim Reissman. After an
internship with a medical device manufacturer and the time spent at Funprobo, I knew
this was the career path for me.”
The students also drew great inspiration
from the clinic director, Ivonne Chumacero.
A schoolteacher by trade, she and her husband, Dante, a doctor, founded the clinic
along with help from international relief
agencies and the La Paz Rotary. She runs the
day-to-day operations while her husband
helps out doing patient evaluations. The couple volunteers their time, talent and treasure
to support its work. Fornadel was impressed
at her achievements despite the male-dominated Bolivian culture.
“Ivonne is a real trailblazer,” he said.

“She was the first female member of the
La Paz Rotary, she runs the clinic, teaches
school and could make one of those legs
start to finish by herself. She’s a model
of dedication, compassion, resourcefulness
and perseverance.”
TH E M OV I E S TA R S

Not long after Lucchesi and Fornadel
landed in Bolivia, an American film crew
arrived to chronicle their experience. The
video was commissioned by the University to
help tell the story of ETHOS — and experiential learning and dedication to the common
good — in a more visual way and connect
with audiences including prospective students, alumni and higher education opinion
leaders.
The three-part documentary series follows the students through their work and life
in Bolivia and also provides a larger picture
of the mission of the ETHOS program.
“I think in lots of places studying engineering is about getting good grades, getting
a good job, finding a good company with a
good pay, but I think there’s more to it than
that,” says Malcolm Daniels, director of the
ETHOS Center, in the video. “Why is it still
a problem that people don’t have clean water in lots of places on the planet? Why is it a
problem that lots of people die because they
cook on open fire in a home that’s unventilated? I think strongly that there’s a solution
to these problems and we just have to work
hard to find it.”
Soon after arriving in La Paz, Lucchesi
and Fornadel started to work with Victor, a
former soccer player featured in the videos.
But since they didn’t yet have much experience in the clinic, for the cameras they set

23 alumni
have gone on ETHOS
post-graduation service trips.

12 teachers

will take the ETHOS model
back to their classrooms after a summer
immersion (see story Page 33).

8,772 miles
The distance, one way, to the
ETHOS partner site farthest from
Dayton (Durban, South Africa).

17

Years Margie Pinnell ’88, former ETHOS
director and current associate dean in the
School of Engineering, has donated to
ETHOS through payroll deduction.
Donors have contributed more than
$750,000 to ETHOS programming.

BOLIVIA FUN FACTS

Distance from Dayton: 4,020 miles
Vaccinations required for travel: 17
Height of the average Bolivian:
4 feet, 11.5 inches (shortest in the world)
Elevation of the capital city, La Paz:
11,942 feet above sea level
Dayton elevation: 738 feet above sea level
Population of La Paz area: 2.7 million
Population of Dayton area: 803,000
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ABUNDANT BEAUTY
Bolivia’s natural
wonders, historic streets
and public markets
provided additional
lessons for these travelers.

about looking busy, touching unfamiliar
equipment and walking down streets that
were nowhere near their apartments or the
clinic.
In the streets of La Paz, this entourage
drew a lot of attention, as did Lucchesi, who
is 6 feet tall. Bolivians as a people are smaller
in stature than Americans, so locals thought
this tall woman being pampered and filmed
must surely be some American starlet. They
pointed, smiled and took pictures of their
own. Crowds would gather to watch the
pair walk down the same street over and
over as the crew searched for that perfect
shot or waited for a beautiful sunset behind
the mountain to frame the students as they
stood on a balcony overlooking the bustling
city below.
The mini-documentary — watch it at
udayton.edu/m/ethos.php — is informative,
moving and artfully filmed. But 18 minutes
cannot tell the whole story or capture the experience of both living and working in Bolivia
for 10 weeks.
Lucchesi and Fornadel said that despite
the impression that they were staying in the
same apartment, they did not. Other college students also serving in La Paz for the
summer were housed in two locations, with
the men clearly getting the better end of the
housing lottery; this was the location for filming their living quarters. The women shared

32

an apartment that was under renovation
with an on-again-off-again shower. While
the men’s place may have had smaller rooms,
it was updated, had a working bathroom and
Wi-Fi. It also had a sunroom with a beautiful
view of Illimani, the iconic mountain that
serves as the backdrop to the city of La Paz.
They also thought the film portrayed Fornadel as a serious, stoic figure — which he is
not, a fact he freely admits.
“I think everyone pretty much knows that
I think I live a very cinematic life anyway because I’m extroverted and dramatic and everything,” Fornadel said.
“Michael was the total drama queen
here,” Lucchesi added. “I think it was fortunate for the video producers that we are two
relatively extroverted engineers who didn’t
mind talking and being interviewed.”
Starring in the documentary was a memorable experience for the students — and
something no other ETHOS students have
done — but they were also pleased with the
way it captured the good work happening at
Funprobo. Scenes show the clinic director,
Ivonne Chumacero, describing how people
with disabilities can feel they are less important or damaged. She tells them that all
they’ve lost is a leg, nothing more. Giving
patients a new leg or foot does more than restore mobility. It restores dignity and hope,
she says. It restores life.
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TH E E X PLO R E R S

For Lucchesi and Fornadel, Bolivia wasn’t
all work and no play. There was free time
to explore the city of La Paz and the tourist
destinations surrounding them. As with any
ETHOS immersion, an important part of the
experience is understanding life in a new culture. With some of the most spectacular natural wonders in the world, Bolivia is a mecca
for adventure seekers. One of the most notable excursions was a trip on the infamous
so-called “Death Road,” which Lucchesi said
is as ominous as it sounds.
The Yungas Road was carved out of the
side of a mountain in the 1930s and is barely
wide enough for one car — and there weren’t
any oversized SUVs in those days. There are
no guardrails. Blind, hairpin turns and sheer
drops off the mountainside explain the nickname. Now the road is less traveled by car and
is primarily frequented by tourists, many on
bicycles. Travelers reach elevations as high as
15,260 feet before descending the 42 miles to
an altitude of 3,900 feet above sea level.
“We started our bike trip at the top with
it snowing,” Fornadel said, “and at the end
there’s a pool and you can swim in the middle
of the jungle.” The road ends in the city of
Coroico, Bolivia, next to the rainforest at the
foot of the mountains. They said the daylong
excursion was both harrowing and exhilarating on the way down, making the three-hour
bus ride back to La Paz comfortably tolerable.
Shopping was another adventure. They
frequented El Mercado Rodriguez — the
largest food market in La Paz. It offers everything from car parts and sports equipment
to household goods, secondhand clothing
and off-brand iPods. The open-air market
features a variety of fresh local foods including fish predominately from nearby Lake
Titicaca. Bolivia boasts more than 200 varieties of potatoes, many of which are found
at the Rodriguez Market. After work the students might walk by the market to purchase
bread and produce and make dinner back at
the guys’ apartment. A trip to the Witches’
Market offered a variety of souvenirs, trinkets, clothing, accessories and many everyday items. It is also famous for uncommon
goods such as dried llama fetuses and other
potion ingredients fabled to bring good luck.
Another travel highlight was a trip to
Valley de la Luna — Valley of the Moon — so
named for its unique lunar-like landscapes
and bizarre geological formations. Not actually a valley, the clay and sandstone terrain is

a maze of canyons and giant spires formed by
strong winds and rains. The varied color pallet ranges from beige tones to sections of red
and dark purple due to the great variance of
mineral content in the region.
The students also took a three-day trip
to the Salar de Uyuni, the world’s largest
salt flats, spanning more than 4,000 square
miles. Located at the crest of the Andes
mountain range, it’s also the highest salt flat
at an elevation of nearly 12,000 feet above sea
level. During the rainy season, a thin layer
of dead-calm water transforms the flat into
the world’s largest mirror at 80 miles wide.
It’s also been called the place where heaven
meets earth due in part to the spectacular reflections. Fornadel considers it the highlight
of their extra-curricular activities.
“Uyuni was the coolest touristy thing we
did,” he said. “The vast openness of the flats
was great for optical illusion pictures, and the
island in the middle is like a desert covered in
cactus. We stayed in a hotel made entirely of
salt — literally — so we licked the walls just
to make sure. We had some of the best views
of the night sky I’ve ever seen. It was truly
breathtaking. We got to experience one of the
most remote places on Earth.”
TH E G R A D UATE S

The experience in Bolivia left lasting impressions on Lucchesi and Fornadel, things
that can’t be learned from a book or a professor in a classroom. They saw how bits of
plastic can be formed into shapes that change
people’s lives. They saw themselves one step
closer to their dream of being engineers helping others achieve their dreams. They witnessed the joy and resilience of a boy who
always had a smile on his face even though he
was missing an arm and a leg.
“Israel is 9 years old and was electrocuted
when the kite he was flying touched power

lines,” Lucchesi said. “As a young kid, that has
to be so incredibly challenging, but he was
just so sweet and never complained.”
It confirmed to Lucchesi that her desire
to work with medical devices will keep her in
touch with helping people live the lives they
desire.
“Seeing a different world and how some
people live so simply but are so happy makes
you think about all of the things we have but
might not necessarily need,” Lucchesi said.
“It gives you a great perspective on life, and
I think it will continue to make me a better
person.”
Fornadel had additional takeaways.
“As Americans we are definitely more consumeristic and materialistic as a culture —
not that it’s good or bad — but now I see what
a difference you can make when you place
the emphasis on people, experiences and relationships,” he said. “I need to incorporate
more of that intentional living into my way of
thinking. The experience in Bolivia reshaped
my purpose and the way I think of engineering. I want to use my skills to make the world a
better place or help people where I can.”
Fornadel is working at Johnson Electric
just north of Dayton in their MedTech division, where he can continue to build on his
interest in medical devices that began at
Funprobo.
“The ETHOS experience gave me the confidence in myself to know what I need to do
to succeed. I am more conscientious about
my actions, what I waste, consume, how to
repurpose and reuse things. I now view engineering as a chance to leave some sort of
impact on society through my work,” he said.
While Bolivia and the patients at Funprobo were making an impact on Lucchesi
and Fornadel, the video they were part of has
helped get the word out about the ETHOS
program as well. The series has been viewed
more than 2.2 million times and the cam-

ETHOS GOES TO HIGH SCHOOL

The University’s ETHOS program will now attract even more — and younger
— students to careers that apply practical engineering knowledge and skills for
humanitarian purposes. This winter, seven in-service teachers and five pre-service
teachers from area middle and high schools are participating in the ETHOS Research
Experience for Teachers program. The partnership between the University of
Dayton and Central State University is funded by the National Science Foundation.
The teachers will work with a community partner to create solutions for issues
in developing countries using locally available technology. They will be paired
with a faculty mentor, travel internationally this summer to work on a project with

paign to promote ETHOS has had 9.9 million impressions. It may not be one of the
outcomes the two anticipated from their
engineering education, but it’s a distinctive
accomplishment for these newly minted engineers as they step out into the world.
In February, Lucchesi started a job as a
product development engineer with Ulrich
Medical USA, a medical device company that
creates spinal implant systems. She also had
the opportunity to speak at her hometown
high school in St. Louis and show the ETHOS
videos. The talk focused on her experiences
in La Paz and how faith intersects engineering. She’s hopeful the exposure will bring
new Flyers into the fold.
Both Lucchesi and Fornadel said they
feel fortunate to have landed jobs in the field
of medical devices. They’ve seen firsthand
how the work they do can improve quality of
life and restore well-being, hope and independence. And they acknowledge that their
ETHOS immersion was among their first
steps that got them there.
They hope to return to La Paz one day to
support the work at Funprobo and look in on
ETHOS as it continues to develop engineers
interested in applying their classroom education to real-world service opportunities.
For nearly 20 years, the School of Engineering has been giving students the opportunity to learn, lead and serve through the
ETHOS program. And whether it’s installing
safe cooking stoves or solar panels, or turning plastic into new limbs, the experience not
only produces engineers with compassionate hearts for helping others, but also equips
them for careers that can better the world for
the common good.
Jeaneen Parsons has been at the University
for 23 years and usually engages readers through
the pages of Class Notes. She reminds all alumni
to keep those pictures of babies and brides — her
personal favorites — coming.

a partner agency, then create curricula for their classrooms and others through
the NSF website teachengineering.org.
“We hope, ultimately, the lessons and knowledge these teachers bring back to
their classrooms excites their students and encourages them to pursue engineering
careers,” said Kellie Schneider, UD associate professor and program administrator.
Summer immersions are tentatively set for Bangalore, India; Santiago, Chile;
Lima, Peru; and Malawi in Africa.
The universities are receiving $598,000 to run the program for three years.
Teachers receive a $5,500 stipend plus travel expenses, and preference is given
to those who teach students who are underrepresented in engineering or work
in underserved schools.
Spring 2020 | UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MAGAZINE

33

THE
UNEARTHLY
TEMPLE
W RIT TEN BY Wang Yipei
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Photograph courtesy WANG YIPEI

W

ITH THE WATERS RISING FROM THE WORLD’S

largest dam project, author Wang Yipei knew time
was running out for him to capture the stories of
people still living in their hometowns. Soon, their
houses and much of their history would be underwater. With his pen and camera, Wang set out to record
a physical and spiritual journey from river’s edge to
mountaintops, taking us through villages and towns that
lead the reader ever closer to China’s Three Gorges Dam.
An English translation of his book The Unearthly Temple:
Old Towns Along the Yangtze River is now available as part
of “River and People,” a project coordinated by Weiping
Wang, an associate provost of the University of Dayton and
childhood friend to the author, and Zhong Jianming, professor in photography of Nanjing University of the Arts.
Edited excerpts from his journey follow, with each passage
highlighting a place and its people.

YUZUI “FISH MOUTH”
This place is called Yuzui (“Fish
Mouth”) because there used to be a big
rock in the shape of a fish mouth on the
waterfront. The township of Yuzui was
founded in the early Qing Dynasty (mid17th century), and nowadays it belongs
to the Jiangbei District of Chongqing.
According to legend, once upon a
time a woman was washing clothes by
the river and accidently hurt the stonelike god fish with her laundry stick. The
god fish then swam away.
I was also told that the god fish

moved away because its tail was injured
by quarry blasting.
The god fish left; the fortune of this
place has since declined.
People living in the old towns along
the Yangtze River have long been taken
with feng shui. It is commonly believed
that the luck of a person or a family depends on whether the ancestral graves
are placed properly. The right location
for ancestral graves brings good luck to
the younger generations, helping them
succeed; otherwise the descendants will
fail in life.

This seems superstitious, but in fact
it is a metaphor: the relationship between the ancestors and the nature is
about the fate of posterity. To be prosperous in the future, a person, or a family, or a nation, must first settle the ancestors’ soul well.
In the past, there was a bar of rock
called Sparrow Rock in the river at Yuzui, a short distance from the shore. The
grass on the rock might become withered but never died and could not be
washed away by water. A lot of sparrows
always stood on the rock; among them a
golden one sang beautifully every morning. The bird no longer sang once British
ships sailed through. This is what I was
told by an old man at Yuzui.
A stonemason later smashed the
Sparrow Rock. He told me personally
that he sold the stones and also made a
stone water vat. Now, the Sparrow Rock
and that stonemason and his water vat
are all gone.
The god fish has gone, Yuzui’s Old
Street has been submerged, but Yuzui
still exists.
It is July 31, 2013. Getting in Yuzui
and walking through the stereotypical
high-rise buildings and new streets, I
came back to an old house in the shade of
a tree — the Big Fortune Hostel. Thank
god, it was still here! Eleven years ago, I
stayed in this hostel. It was wintertime
then, and the room was decorated with
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LIDU, OCTOBER 2002

carmine and silver plum flowers in a vase
on the table. Now, the room was empty,
sultry as a steam bath. No flower, no colorful quilt. Most parts in southern China
were suffering rare high temperatures
and drought, repeatedly breaking the records. Nevertheless, this did not bother
me. Putting down my luggage, I rushed
out into the heat wave. Looking everywhere for my early impressions of this
town, I seemed to see Yuzui’s Old Street
vividly.
Two o’clock in the afternoon, the
scorching sun hung overhead. I did not
feel the heat when walking into Yuzui,
as the scenes of desolation made me
cold to the core. This location used to be
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Dongfeng Road, more commonly known
as Old Street. I once walked all the way
through it, passing the seeds store, taverns, teahouses, funerary object shops.
In January 2002 this street was bustling, the elderly carrying plum flowers,
children carrying lanterns, street stalls
being filled with all kinds of old books
and antiques, and many people hurrying on their way. … It all was now barren
in front of me. Weeds were taller than
people. A broken building still stood,
with the owner silently sitting inside to
sell groceries. I went in and bought two
bottles of water. Drinking the water, I
walked to the weed-covered rubble. The
shop owner looked at me but did not say

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MAGAZINE | Spring 2020

anything. Probably we were in the same
mood.
Weeds wiped the sweat from me;
vines wrapped around my hands. Those
old friends and their homes seemed visible in the ruins as if I could go over to
have a chat with them. I felt that those
lost reddish-brown wooden houses stood
up again from the rubble with all their
windows opened to greet me, and that
I could once again step into the smoky
teahouse to have a cup of tea.
This location has been determined
to be in the prospective inundation area
but is not yet submerged. I found out that
there is a lot of such wasteland in the vast
prospective inundation area, defined as

Photograph courtesy WANG YIPEI

the flood level of 1981. Anywhere below
that level is treated as in the potential
inundation area. For example, if a house
was partially flooded in 1981, only the
affected part is expected to be flooded
again in the future and has therefore
been demolished while the other parts
have been left standing. The current water level of the Yangtze River is at about
147m, below the 175m demolition line.
The purpose of such a determination is
for “preventing the once-in-a-century
floods” after the rise of water level caused
by the Three Gorges Project. Alongside
the Whitewater Creek, Xintian old town
and fertile farmland in a narrow strip
have all become ruins — not yet submerged but already abandoned, awaiting the time when the water level rises
to 175m. The future of some other old
towns still remains uncertain. No one
knows and nobody can tell whether to rebuild new towns or leave them for flood
inundation. I thus began to figure out the
meaning of “flood control”: it is the flood
maker itself that declares that one of the
important functions of the Three Gorges
Dam is to prevent the once-in-a-century
or once-in-a-millennium floods.
In this way, I got into Yuzui and found
the truth in the ruins. This is an open secret, only faintly disclosed in the newspapers.
The tides ebb and flow, so do the people’s emotions. Yuzui — “Fish Mouth” —
teaches people silence and quietness.

LIDU “LI FERRY”
Lidu is located 10 kilometers west
of Fuling on the northern bank of the
Yangtze River. Elderly locals told me
that there used to be a number of streets
along the river, but I only saw a lot of
rubble and debris when I came to Lidu
in 2002.
Once upon a time, according to legend, a boy saw two old men playing chess
on a small bridge in Lidu. He stopped

to watch. When he went home after a
game, more than one hundred years had
passed. This bridge was then called the
Immortals Bridge.
At this place, I did not come across
immortals but some watchers of Lidu.
They still held on to their ancient town
even though it was about to be flooded,
working hard and worshiping ancestors.

SHITUO “SHI FERRY”
I have been to the town of Shituo
many times. The local inhabitants
stayed in a different era and talked to me
about the past. I tried to record what I
heard carefully and accurately, piece by
piece. Now, the homes of Shituo people,
along with the riverbank streets, shacks
and old stories that happened on this
land, have swirled into the water, deeper
and deeper.
It was in the fall of 2003 that I returned to Shituo, and the local elderly
Tian Maoxiang told me: “There is a
Chicken-Heart Rock in the river. It used
to be just off the shore, but now it is in the
middle of the river because of the rise in
water level.”
At the time when I met Tian Maoxiang,
there was a large moss-mottled rock
near his grocery store, engraved with a
quotation from Chairman Mao Zedong:
“The countryside is a vast area where
great accomplishments can be made.”
It was in the beautiful style of clerical
script.
Mr. Tian told me: “In the past, the
highest water level of floods rose to this
height but did not go up further. People believed that this was because the
Mother Goddess’ feet were flooded, and
engraved ‘No catching loach and eel’ on
the rock to promote good behavior for
peace. Later, during the Cultural Revolution, the engraved characters were
destroyed and replaced with Chairman
Mao’s quotation.”
Now, the old town of Shituo has sunk

In January 2002
this street was
bustling, the
elderly carrying
plum flowers,
children carrying
lanterns, street
stalls being filled
with all kinds
of old books and
antiques.
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into the Yangtze River, but ancient songs
still come out of the water with the breeze.

FULING OLD TOWN
Fuling is a district of Chongqing, at
the confluence of the Yangtze and Wujiang. It has a long history, with human
occupation from as early as 5,000 years
ago. In 277 B.C., it was set up as a county
seat for the first time by the Qin State of
the Warring States period.
There is a rock outcrop, Baiheliang or
“White Crane Ridge,” in Fuling that runs
parallel to the flow of the Yangtze River.

changes in the water level of the Yangtze
for around 1,200 years. Baiheliang, along
with Fuling old town, has now been submerged due to the construction of the
Three Gorges Dam, but the site has been
made into an underwater museum.

SLIPPERY SLOPE
OF CHIXI VILLAGE
On Jan. 18, 2006, I took a small boat
to the Slippery Slope of Chixi Village
in Fengdu County. Getting off the boat,
I immediately saw people carrying
wreaths uphill for their dead ancestors.

YUZUI, JULY 2013

This horizontal rock ledge is 1.6 kilometers long and 10 to 15 meters wide, lying
submerged underwater most of the year
and showing its upper face above water
only during the low-water season. In 763
(the mid-Tang Dynasty), a fish carving
was first carved on the rock for measuring
water levels of the Yangtze, with the eyes
of fish indicating the lowest water level.
Since then, some 170 inscriptions, 18 fish
carvings, three Bodhisattva carvings and
a crane picture have been engraved in the
rock, dating from the Tang Dynasty to
the modern era. Of them, more than 100
are hydrological annotations that record
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LIDU, OCTOBER 2002

The wharf was quiet; only one small
boat was docked on the shore.
Mr. Ran Qiren, the boat owner, told
me: “I used to run a ferryboat. Before the
construction of the Three Gorges Dam,
my ferryboat, Peasant Ferry 6, was OK to
use. I used it to cross the Yangtze River
between the Slippery Slope and the Muddy Horse Creek on the other side. Now,
with the rise of water level, my old ferryboat is no longer capable of doing that
due to greater waves. My brother and I
started running the ferry in 1985. We
didn’t earn much, but enough to get by.
We can’t continue doing that anymore.
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“Five to six hundred people from our
Chixi Village have moved away. Some
have been relocated to Zhejiang Province, as well as to Jiangjin of Chongqing.
Some others moved backward from the
river or chose to find jobs on their own.
Now, only four single men are still at the
Slippery Slope of the village.”
Fengdu County is also known as the
Ghost City. According to local legend, the
dead people have to come to the Slippery
Slope to carry a bag of sand.
A pagoda still stood on the slope. To
my eye, the landscape was like a bottle
gourd on its side.

SHITUO, NOVEMBER 2002

Mr. Ran Furen, a local man, said to
me: “Your Beijing is a place for the living,
and our place is for the dead. If we two
engage in a lawsuit, I can’t win in Beijing because you are acquainted with the
Beijing officials. However, I can beat you
at this place. All the dead people have to
come here, and I’ll wait for you at the gate
of the underworld. I’m familiar with the
officials in charge of that world.”
The Slippery Slope of Chixi Village in
Fengdu County is a small window for seeing a wider scene. Almost all the stories
from prospective inundation areas are
very much the same.

Photographs courtesy WANG YIPEI

ZHONGXIAN
“ZHONG COUNTY”
Zhongxian has a history of more than
2,300 years. Along with the rising water
level of the Yangtze River, its old town
was completely submerged in 2008.
Coming to Zhongxian, I interviewed a
number of locals. In a waterfront shack,
a woman said to me: “We feel panic if we
don’t see the Yangtze in three days.”
On May 2012, I stood alone at the bow
of the ship late at night. A broken flag
was fluttering; a few pots of flowers were
placed next to the flagpole; beyond them
was the vast darkness. Nothing was visi-

ZHONGXIAN, SPRING 2004

ble on the river. Stars disappeared, and it
rained for a while. Standing on the deck
in the dark, I seemed to have the whole
world to myself.
When the sky turned slightly bright,
Fengdu Ghost City, together with the giant statue of the Jade Emperor, gradually appeared on the gray shore. The
ship had a short stop at Fengdu, but I did
not disembark. With the nets woven by
the dawn, I salvaged the past from the
depths of my memory the first time I disembarked at Fengdu: It was on a summer
morning. It was not hot, and the morning mist wetted the people and the grass.

An apricot yellow arch displayed a sign:
“Countdown to Fengdu’s Phase Two migration, 673 days from June 1, 2003.” At
that time, 673 days seemed astronomically far away. In the blink of an eye, how
many years have since passed?
In that early morning, I saw a little
girl selling watermelons alone at the
wharf, hair neatly combed and smilepresented.
I turned right from the wharf to get to
the Yanshengtang Temple. In the smoke,
I met a monk who was coming toward
me. I asked: “What will you do once the
floods come?”

at Fengdu.
Moving forward, I came to Paper-Ash
Street. It was noon. There was no paper
ash, not even a trace, on the street. Oleanders swayed in the sun, foliage green
and flowers white. The street was quiet,
only a few elderly people were sitting under a tree, waving palm-leaf fans.
“When are you going to move?”
“Nowhere to move to, and no money
to build a house.”
“You should have the government’s
compensation.”
“We only got even less than a half.”
“Why not complain?”
“Complain? Who dares to? We then
may be put up on a street parade. Please,
pass on our opinions to the authorities.”

BAIDICHENG, JANUARY 2006

“Move to the heights together.”
“The lifespan of the Yanshengtang is
approaching, where is Buddha?”
“Everything will eventually subside,
and sentient beings will come back and
worship Buddha.”
“What to do now?”
“Just like this — ,” the monk pointed
to the couplet on the red wall and read:
“Every day may short of food and money
but do not be worried; every year stay
alone to receive believers with delighted
joy.”
Before the coming of the floods, morning bell and evening drum resounded

BAIDICHENG
“WHITE EMPEROR CITY”
Baidicheng (“Baidi City” or “White
Emperor City”), an ancient temple complex, is located on a hill on the northern
bank of the Yangtze River, 8 kilometers
east of Fengjie.
Walking up into the Baidi City, I came
to realize that history is sometimes like a
snowman — melting once you see it. The
real history is not constrained by time;
the real holy place is not confined by
area. Everyone has his/her own home;
every nation has its own ancestors. For
me, wherever my ancestors arise, there
is my holy place.
In this way, following the call of my
ancestors, I finally found my holy place.
No need to say much, no need to prove
anything, I know that my ancestors are
here, in the Baidi City.
That boat is coming, loaded with
birdsongs;
That bird is going, excitedly back into
the past.
Let ancestors know that a descendant
has arrived
And raised a banner invisible to the
world.
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FLIGHT
DECK
NEWSWORTHY

Z R E N JA N I N , S E R B I A

AT
TABLE
Everyday spaces
of expression
and connection.
W R IT TE N A N D PH OTO G R A PH E D
BY G LE N N A J E N N I N G S

L

IKE MOST OF US, I WAS

taught not to talk with my
mouth full. Yet the dinner table is a space where
words often flow freely. It is
also a place where images abound.
When mouths are full and halfeaten food is spread about, still life
takes form, portraits congeal and
“tablescapes” emerge from the stuff
of everyday life.
Since 2005, I have been using the
messy contingency of plates and bottles and tableware to record the human relationships taking place before my camera. My series At Table
has unfolded in dining rooms, kitchens, restaurants and bars around the
world, forming a very personal visual anthropology of expression and
connection where I am also an active
participant in the drama, revelry or
domestic action that ensues when
food and drink are served.
At times, I am a special guest, at
others an invited photographer. In
most cases, I am just another face
at the table. To my own family and
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friends, I am often an annoyance — the gadfly who provokes with pictures rather than
words. While my own meal often goes cold,
I try to connect with the moment. My oncamera flash is intended to fade into a background meant to foreground the relationships it reveals.
In Serbia, I witness a mother and son disagreeing about daily events over an impressive Balkan breakfast spread. In China, I enjoy
a meal my students carefully prepared while
we discuss contemporary art and daily gossip. In Dayton, the family dog disrupts an animated moment among the Benkendorf family
members and local artist James Pate. In my
own childhood home, my mom and grandma compete for family rummy tile fame as a
bottle of white zinfandel disappears. Across
the border in Mexico, a family celebrates its
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beloved matriarch as colorful packages frame
what some see as a melancholy moment. This
woman’s grandson, Tomás, eventually came
to Dayton to live with my own family during
his gap year. I am an only child, and Tomás’
story highlights the way in which At Table
has come to serve as a kind of surrogate family archive. My childhood daydreams often
envisioned an ever-growing family reunion
photograph — a picture peopled with an endless congregation of others who didn’t necessarily look or live like me. After the lessons of
this long-term art project, I now know that At
Table is partly a manifestation of that naïve
but far-reaching dream.
While not all subjects grant me permission to use their likenesses, most participants have come to appreciate the imagery.
After all, by pressing pause on a scene, these
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photos offer them access to otherwise inaccessible memories. Photography has long
been both celebrated and reviled for its ability to preserve times we may not otherwise
see or remember. In At Table, what we see are
generally spaces of abundance. I recognize
that this access to sustenance and togetherness is not a universal condition.
During the past five years, I have become
active in local efforts to raise awareness of
food insecurity and promote food justice.
While At Table does not represent hunger,
it does often serve as a backdrop for conversations around this issue. In 2014, professor
Ruth Thompson-Miller and I chose to use
food as a means to address issues such as race
and immigration for the University’s first
course on Art as Social Practice. Since then, I
have partnered with a number of individuals

▲ DAY TO N , O H I O

A LPI N E , C A LI F O R N I A

N A NJ I N G , C H I N A

and organizations, including Gem City Market, Hall Hunger Initiative, Welcome Dayton
and The Foodbank, to produce Dinner in the
Desert Kitchen, an annual student-organized
event of art and conversation around food
and social equity. Using a cross-disciplinary
lens, we look closely at realities like redlining and gentrification to better understand
how our local histories play into national and

global trends that presently affect our own
neighbors and communities.
While most artists can’t claim to be social
scientists, we are often effective instigators.
I love and rely on academia, but I don’t do so
well with rules. I battle with the role and category of photographer as often as I grapple
with disciplinary silos. I am not a photojournalist, nor am I a traditional documentary
photographer. These photographs reflect a
tension between fact and fiction, serving as
imperfect memories in their carefully edited
selection. Yet they can also function as shared
artifacts and documents of people, products
and cultures convening at common ground:
at the table, all disciplines converge.
Since I joined the faculty in 2011, the University of Dayton has offered me the opportunity to transcend disciplinary boundaries
in my work as an artist and an advocate for
social change. UD has provided the chance
to work with a range of academic and community doers and thinkers whom I love and
admire. As At Table enters its final year of
production, I look forward to the future
tables I will visit with some of these people
— in Kentucky with The Moral Courage Project, Berlin with UD’s sustainability program,
and Prague, a city where I once lived and in

Spring 2020 | UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MAGAZINE

43

▲ E N S E N A DA , M E X I C O
which I look forward to reuniting with Czech
dumplings, local pilsner and former students. As I wrap up over a decade of eating,
drinking and documenting, I celebrate the
awkward beauty and chaotic authenticity the
At Table series has collected.
I am also reminded that the work is not
intended to flatter. People often compare the
style of At Table to artists like Martin Parr,
whose humor-tinged realist photographs
(which I love) are perhaps more critical of
their subjects. My own project intends no such
criticism. As one visitor to the Dutoit Gallery
on Front Street in Dayton recently put it, “I
didn’t get the photos at first; I thought you
might be making fun of these people. But
then I realized you really just like them a lot.
I mean you really, really like these people!”
He got that right. I hope you will, too.
Glenna Jennings is an associate professor in the
Department of Art and Design. She is a recipient
of several Ohio Arts Council Individual Excellence
awards and a Robert Rauschenberg Foundation
residency award. She will present a solo exhibition
of At Table at Blue Sky Gallery in Portland, Oregon,
in December 2020.
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THE ALUMNI
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT P. 46 // MY OLD HOUSE P. 48 // READ SEE HEAR P. 51 // MY FLYER STORY P. 52 // CLASS NOTES P. 53
CLASS OF 1980

Can UDentify us?

These three clowns are definitely more circus than disco at

UD’s Circus Disco event, as pictured in the 1980 Daytonian.
If you can identify them, email us at magazine@udayton.edu.


IN THE LAST ISSUE

Vince Hvizda ’62 saw himself hugging a mule in the winter UD Magazine. “Beulah was making a cameo appearance,”
he says. “Among the homecoming activities, we were part of the halftime entertainment at the football game.” Sunny
Duell Hickey ’62 was also part of the sophomore pep committee. “I am the person bending down in the pic, because
snow had filled my shoe and I was trying to pick it out,” she says. “For a better picture of Beulah, go to Page 34 of the 1960
yearbook. The UD blanket Beulah is wearing was made by my mom, Marie Duell, along with the outfits Diane Riesing and
I were wearing.” Others in the photo are Jim O’Hora ’62, Judy McCullom Steuer ’62 (in glasses), Riesing (kneeling).
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THE
ALUMNI
BACK PORCH

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Worthwhile
investment
Ann Hudock ’90 practices
community partnership
worldwide. — D E B B I E J U N I E W I C Z ’ 9 0

I

T BEGAN WITH A CUSTOMARY

question posed by then University of
Dayton President Brother Ray Fitz
S.M., to a soon-to-be graduating Ann
Hudock ’90, but her response was anything but ordinary.
“He asked me what my plans were
after graduation and I told him, ‘I’d like
to go to Sierra Leone, and I’d like you to
send me,’” Hudock said.
Fitz said he was intrigued.
“Since the University was looking
for ways to promote student volunteerism in developing countries, I told
Ann I would pay for the trip, but she had
to come back to UD and work to set up a
process for future groups to go to Sierra
Leone,” he said. “She did just that and we
started a tradition of summer immersion
in developing countries. Today the experience of immersions in developing countries
is very strong in the College of Arts and Sciences and the School of Engineering. This
year the School of Business Administration
is initiating a program on microlending in cooperation with the Marianists in Kenya.
“The University got a pretty good return
on its investment, and I got a lifelong friend
working for justice,” he said.
Hudock is still receiving a return on that
investment.
“That’s what launched me on the journey
46
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I’m still on today,” she said.
That journey has taken Hudock around
the globe from her small hometown of
Greensburg, Pennsylvania, to Sierra Leone
and Dayton to Zambia —
 with stops in England, Vietnam, Russia and Nigeria, just to
name a few. But it has not been a life of jetsetting and sightseeing, rather a life that
revolves around helping others to improve
their lives.
Hudock was appointed president and
chief executive officer of Counterpart International in 2019 after joining
Counterpart two years earlier as
executive vice president. Counterpart, established in 1965, is
dedicated to helping equip individuals, organizations and networks around the world in order
to become solution creators in
their own families, communities
and countries.
“ We are a community development organization that works to help
people around the world find solutions to
their own challenges,” Hudock said. “It’s in
partnerships like those that I believe people
find the best, lasting solutions.”
W hile Hudock’s problem solving has

gone global, it has its roots on the University of Dayton campus where she received
both a bachelor’s degree in English and,
in 1993, a master’s degree in international
affairs. And, yes, where she convinced the
Marianists to send her to Sierra Leone.
“ When I went, I really wanted to write
a book,” she said. “I grew up in a very small
town, where everyone knew me. It gave me
an anchor because I knew I had a very loving, supportive and safe place. But I wondered what else there was. I wanted something that would be an adventure. I wanted
a life of purpose.”
Hudock’s life of purpose has not followed a straight or predictable path, and

that is fine with her.
Her experience volunteering in Sierra
Leone strengthened her interest in international affairs and contributed to her
pursuit of a master’s degree. But Hudock
wasn’t finished in the classroom as she
also attended the Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex, in
England, to pursue a doctoral degree in international development. Stepping foot on
that campus, however, led to another lifechanging experience.

national program portfolio and served as
vice chair of the Plan Federation Program
Directors Forum. 
	“Ann took advantage of the opportunity
and turned it into an outstanding career of
public service in the international arena,”
Fitz said.
That career of public service has taught
her countless lessons both professionally
and personally. It has also strengthened
her awareness of trends, especially in the
current global political climate.
“The biggest thing I’ve seen
globally is this increased insularity, I see so many people who
want to close down borders and I
think there is nothing worse you
could do,” she said. “I know how
rich it is when you push past that
instinct and expand your boundaries.”
W hile she works on projects
from Zambia to Malawi, Hudock
also focuses much of her time and energy
on her family in Maryland. With four active sons — Alec, 18, Thomas, 17, Luke, 12
and Jack, 10 — there is plenty of carpooling
and school volunteer work to tackle.
“I always imagined myself raising feminist girls but, instead, I’m raising feminist
boys,” she said, smiling.
And what about that book she wanted to
write more than three decades ago?
“I’m finally finished writing the book I
was meant to write,” she said. “I just pray it
will get published.”
	
Regardless of whether it hits bookshelves anytime soon, Diamond in the
Rough: How a Year in Sierra Leone Shaped
Me into a Global Citizen has been a worthwhile labor of love.
	“I refuse to give up,” she said. “I tell
people who get discouraged writing that
unless they’ve been working on a book for
35 years, they can do it.”

I wanted something
that would be an adventure.
I wanted a life of purpose.
“I met my husband, Robin, pretty much
on my first day there,” Hudock said.
Degree and husband in hand, Hudock
returned to the States and put her knowledge to work. She was one of the first
democracy fellows at the United States
Agency for International Development,
providing field support to missions around
the world. She also served as special assistant to the undersecretary of state for democracy and global affairs.
Hudock was the deputy country representative and the acting country representative for The Asia Foundation in Hanoi,
Vietnam, before taking on the role of managing director at DAI — diversifying their
work beyond U.S. government funding and
creating a strong portfolio with the UK Department for International Development.
Hudock also worked at Plan International
USA, a global child rights organization,
where she led the expansion of the inter-
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To honor faculty and staff who
have made significant contributions to the Catholic and Marianist
character of UD.

BACK PORCH

Kim Trick

MY OLD HOUSE

305
Kiefaber
St.
Neighbors who feed more
than the soul

I

“

T’S JUST SO UD, AND AT THE END OF THE

day, it’s all about community, right?,” Garrett Prom ’01 said about his memories
from 305 Kiefaber St.
Senior year, Prom and his four friends lived
together because they had bonded over playing
rugby and leading Campus Ministry Metanoia
retreats.
“We had these two sides to us where we were
rugby players, but we were also all very much involved with UD ministry,” Prom said.
The housemates of 305 Kiefaber St. had more
than one connection to Campus Ministry their
senior year.
“301 Kiefaber was a Marianist house. We lived
next door to priests and brothers, and we loved
those guys,” Prom said. “And they really enjoyed
us because we would go to Mass together.”
Their relationship with the Marianists didn’t
stop at Mass.
“We had a window that would look right from
our kitchen into their dining room, so we could
always see the groups of people they would have
over for dinner,” Prom said. “After all the groups
would leave, we would always make it a point to
go next door and get the leftovers.”

CLICK
FOR MORE
(link)

Brother Tom Pieper, S.M. ’67, fondly recalls
his former neighbors.
“I remember the group of guys who lived
at 305 Kiefaber very well. I believe all of them
played rugby and were forever hungry,” Pieper
said. “On many occasions the guys at 305 would
use a flashlight as a signal that they knew the dinner was over and to ask if they could come over
for the leftovers.”
Prom says whenever he or his roommates are
on campus they make sure to say hello to Pieper,
who is a minister in Stuart Hall.
Off campus, the men of 305 Kiefaber still keep
in touch. To work off all those meals from the
Marianists, the roommates
plan a yearly hiking trip.
FAST FACTS
The trips are planned by a
ADDRESS:
different roommate every year,
305 Kiefaber St.
and some destinations have inYEAR BUILT: 1901
cluded Shenandoah National
YEAR BOUGHT
Park, part of the Ice Age Trail
BY UD: 1985
in Wisconsin, the Great Smoky
TOTAL SQUARE
Mountains and Red River
FEET: 1,848
Gorge. They are currently
BEDROOMS: 3
planning their 17th annual 305
Reunion. — L I Z Z I E E L W A R D ’ 1 9
BATHROOMS: 2

Since 2013, Kim
Trick ’84 has
served as a tutor
for the MultiEthnic Education
and Engagement Center’s study
tables. A lecturer in the Department
of Chemistry and assistant dean for
the College of Arts and Sciences,
Trick has been an advocate for
ensuring the success of all UD
students.
Trick was one of a handful of
women studying engineering in
the early 1980s and worked as an
engineer for General Motors for
four years following graduation.
Trick became a Marianist
Educational Associate in 2010.
“I was a woman in engineering in the early 1980s — a very
underrepresented group — but at
UD, I didn’t feel like an outsider,”
she said. “The support and high
expectations were there from the
Marianists, but they would help
you reach them.”

Steve
Wilhoit
In his senior
capstone
course, English
professor Steve
Wilhoit asks his students to
explore one key question —
what have they learned at UD
as English majors?
“What do they think are their
callings?” Wilhoit asks. “How can
they use their gifts and their skills
to help others in ways that bring
happiness to their own lives?”
At UD, Wilhoit helps students
find their voices through writing.
He’s also worked to enhance
writing instruction across campus,
offering a writing across the curriculum seminar for faculty through
the Ryan C. Harris Learning Teaching Center, where he now serves
as associate director and director
of faculty career enhancement.

SUGGEST YOUR OLD HOUSE: magazine@udayton.edu
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PAYBACK

Sometimes,
mother
really does
know best

B

ACK HOME IN KANSAS DURING

Christmas break of her freshman year at another university,
Maggie Boyd ’18 had a big realization. She wasn’t looking forward to returning to school.
Her mother, Kathleen Walsh Schrage
’84, encouraged her to at least look at the
University of Dayton. “All she wanted,” says
Boyd, “was to have a kid go to Dayton.” As
the youngest child in the family, she was the
last hope. She gave it a shot.
Fast-forward five years, and Boyd uses
nothing but superlatives when she talks
about UD. “I love UD. Everyone loves UD.
It’s such an incredible place.”
Boyd quickly got involved in all UD
has to offer. Clubs, internships and the
Model United Nations program, which
aligned with her values, as well as her majors in political science and marketing.
Boyd was engaged in the Model UN program every year. She was a member of the
team that won the competition’s highest
honor, and she served as vice president of
the group during her senior year. The experience was catalytic. “It was influential
in shaping my college experience, my after-

RESPECT

Chosen name

college experience, and my life,” she says.
“It’s something I want to see continue.”
When the University held its first
giving day in April 2019 — less than a year
after she graduated — Boyd made her first
gift to UD: $1,000 to the Model UN program.
Her mother had given to UD in the past, but
she made her largest gift to date — $4,000 —
on giving day. Both contributed through
their family’s charitable giving account.
Schrage and Boyd were two of more than
5,600 donors who made giving day 2019
a success, proving the passion of the University community and raising a total of
$866,284 in 24 hours. Nearly one in four donors had never before given to the University, and 27% of those who gave were current
students or alumni who had graduated in

the last decade.
The effort caught Boyd’s attention — in
part because she works in fundraising and
communications at NEXT for AUTISM, a
national nonprofit based in New York City.
“I was definitely paying attention to social
media posts.”
The chance to give back was a powerful
pull for mother and daughter. For Schrage,
who’d recently been back to campus for reunion, it was also the ability to see the impact of UD not only on her life but also her
daughter’s.
As Boyd says, “It was the idea of contributing so that the University can keep carrying on what we all experienced and letting
others experience the same thing.”

—MELINDA CHURCH

THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON, COMMITTED TO CREATING A WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE

environment for all, has adopted a policy that enables alumni, students, faculty and staff to use
their chosen name whenever possible in the course of University business and education, and for
University records and systems that do not require the use of a legal name.
All persons, as a matter of dignity and respect, have the right to be called by their chosen name,
and UD joins more than 200 universities that have policies that facilitate the use of chosen names.
Alumni can report their chosen name by contacting Alumni Relations by e-mailing alumni@
udayton.edu. The change does not require any legal documentation. Name may take seven or more
business days for the change to take effect.
The chosen name will appear on all uses that do not require a legal name, including address
labels, correspondence and alumni directories. Alumni who would like a diploma re-issued with
the chosen name can request a duplicate diploma at udayton.edu/fss/your_graduation/index.
php. There is a cost associated with a replacement diploma.
Spring 2020 | UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MAGAZINE
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GRADUATE SURVEY

FLYER FIRST
DESTINATION RESULTS
NIVERSITY OF DAYTON STUDENTS ARE SUCCESSFUL.

That’s not boasting; the results prove it. Each semester,
the office of Career Services surveys graduating students
to learn what their first destinations are after leaving
campus. Results show that UD students are sought after by employers across the nation. With a 97% success rate at job employment,

service or continuing education, UD graduates consistently report
they are confident in their education and its value in a competitive
environment. The average starting salary for undergraduates completing their degrees in 2018-19 is $51,978. This is a 4.2% increase
from the previous year. To see the full data results, visit udayton.
edu/careerservices/stats/.

Graduates of all undergraduate programs
From the Class of 2019
Destination

Percentages

Employed

67%

Continuing education

26%

Volunteer or service program

2%

Post-graduation internship

1%

Military service

1%

Personal interests

< 1%

Actively seeking employment

2%

Actively seeking education

< 1%

Survey data includes graduates from August 2018, December 2018, May 2019.
*Data with verified secondary sources, such as from faculty members, employers and
data collected from LinkedIn.
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97%
Success
Rate

1,766
Total
Responses

89%
*Knowledge
Rate

NOW

READ | SEE | HEAR

THIS
UNDERGRADUATE EMPLOYMENT BY THE NUMBERS

89.9%

Childhood
creativity and
chaos often go
hand in hand.
In Messy Larry,
Perri touches
on the reality of
self-realization through art, rhyming verse
and humor. Inspired by those he met at UD,
Perri creates a heartwarming narrative of a
young boy’s struggle with self-acceptance
and self-image. “I hope that readers will
take away that true creativity is not paint-bynumbers,” said Perri, “there must be a little
bit of chaos.”

4.2%

This is a
increase compared to the
Class of 2018 ($49,882).

of employed graduates indicated that their
first position was within their chosen field.

accepted a position in a field
considered to be a stepping stone related to their
chosen field, while only 2.8% of graduates
accepted a position outside of their chosen field.

96.7%

“This novel is a rich exploration of two New Testament healings: the
bleeding woman who touched the hem of Jesus’s garment and the daughter
of Jairus the Pharisee. The Gospel of Luke (8:40–48) sets the miracles on
the same day as Jesus and a crowd make their way to the house of Jairus.
Could there be a connection between the woman who has bled for
twelve years and the twelve-year-old girl who has died? If so, how are
they related? What desperation drives the weakened woman to push
through the crowd and emboldens her to touch the hem of Jesus? What

of employed graduates are
working full time, while 3.3%
are working part time.

compels a strict, faithful Pharisee to step outside the confines of his beliefs
and risk ridicule and shunning from his neighbors to seek help from a
questionable, itinerant rabbi? How does life change for them after the
women are healed?
This moving story has emerged from the author’s knowledge of and
reflection on scripture along with careful research into the time and place
of the event. Characters come to life as their stories unfold, revealing
intimate portraits of life and love in Roman-occupied Capernaum.
Ultimately, this is a story of newfound faith—that of Jairus and the
members of his household as their belief in God’s love and mercy is tested
and transformed through the miracles of Jesus.
The author has made every effort to present an accurate account of
first-century life in Galilee during the lifetime of Jesus and the early years
of Christian conversion that followed His resurrection. Anyone who
has struggled with doubt and whose own faith has been tested will be

the household of jairus: secrets, lies & miracles

7.3%

$51,978

David Perri ’95

inspired to learn how the members of a single household came to believe
in miracles!” --- Karen Ander Francis

		
Organizations employing
		
the highest number of
University of Dayton graduates:

		
Graduate schools educating
		
the highest number of
University of Dayton graduates:

AmeriCorps

University of Dayton

Cargill

Kettering College

Centerville (Ohio) City Schools

Ohio University

Crown Equipment Corp.

The Ohio State University

Deloitte

University of Cincinnati

EY

University of Pittsburgh

FactSet

University of Toledo

General Electric

Wright State University

International Paper

Xavier University

PNC
PricewaterhouseCoopers
TEKsystems
U.S. Air Force
U.S. Army
University of Dayton
For the complete list, visit udayton.edu/careerservices/stats/.

kathy zamonski

$23.95

The Household

JAIRUS

of

Average starting salary for undergraduates
completing their degrees in August and December
of 2018 and May of 2019 (the Class of 2019):

MESSY LARRY

Se c re t s, L i e s & M i r a c l e s

THE HOUSEHOLD
OF JAIRUS: SECRETS,
LIES AND MIRACLES
Kathy Zamonski ’87

During her time
at the University of
Dayton while working on a master’s in
K at h y Z a m o ns k i
religious studies in
the 1980s, Zamonski studied Scripture. This
period of study inspired her to develop the
story of newfound faith, love and mercy
in the family of Jairus. By exploring the
untouched narrative of the woman who bled
for 12 years and the 12-year-old girl who
died in the Gospel of Luke, Zamonski hopes
readers can see that miracles happen.

THE GRAVITY OF US
Phil Stamper ’10

The true gravity
of love and secrets
follow the young
Cal Lewis as he
pursues his dreams
of becoming a
famous social
media journalist. His father’s work with
NASA means a move from NYC to Houston,
where Cal meets Leon. Stamper writes a
crossroads story of life-changing decisions
and young love. Stamper was a nonprofit
public relations specialist before going into
publishing and writing. His next novel,
also a queer contemporary young adult
story, is in the works. 



—SHAYLEIGH FRANK ’21
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Celebrating 50
years of service

Trying
new things
EXCELLENCE

For Janine Tapia Elders ’93, her UD
acceptance letter was only the beginning.

W

HEN I FLEW INTO DAYTON FOR THE

first time, I cried. All I saw were
cornfields, so different from where
I was from. My mom said, “Look
at me: You made a decision. You have to make
it work.”
In Puerto Rico, I had attended a Catholic, allEnglish high school — except it wasn’t all English. The books were in English
but all the instruction, except for
English class, was in Spanish. I
always got good grades and had
a plan to go to the University of
Puerto Rico. But I also wanted to
improve my English and obtain
a higher level of education. My
high school was next to the Marianist high school for boys, and
Myron Achbach ’58 from UD visited both schools. Back then we
didn’t have a computer system,
so I went to the counselor’s office
and she gave me an index card to
send away. I took the SATs and
UD sent me a letter, “Congratulations, you’ve been accepted.”
I was 17 when I started at UD, and I was
here all by myself. Who’s mature at 17? But that
helped me with my independence. I needed to
make decisions that were going to impact my
life. So I did the best I could.
Instead of English 101 I started in a pre-English class, and that was the best thing I ever did.

It gave me the basics and got me prepared. I took
my little recorder to every class. I listened to the
professor in class, and then I got to hear it all
over again when I came back to my dorm room
or went to the library. When I needed help, I was
able to get help, especially from professors in the
sociology department like Jennifer Davis and
Mary Jo Huth. I received an award my senior
year named in honor of professor Huth’s mother.
For my major, I did an internship at the juvenile court office
at Shawen Acres, where Montgomery County (Ohio) Children
Services also is. Some of the kids
we worked with were in the foster system, and I got to know the
caseworkers. In 1994, I started
working at Children Services.
I’ve been an ongoing caseworker
and an intake worker, and now
I’m a foster care worker. I make
sure foster homes are following
state rules and agency policies.
I tell people, it doesn’t matter
what role you play in the agency,
the child comes first.
I tell my own children, who are in college —
Bradlee is a Flyer like his mama — to take advantage of every opportunity. Challenge yourself.
Try new things. I came to UD at 17, and I’ve now
lived in Dayton most of my life. This is home. Everything is here for me. — J A N I N E T A P I A E L D E R S ’ 9 3

I tell my own
children
to take
advantage
of every
opportunity.
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Alpha Nu Omega fraternity
celebrated in October 2019 its 50th
anniversary as a service/social
fraternity on UD’s campus. Alpha
Nu Omega was founded in 1969.
More than 200 active brothers,
alumni brothers and their guests
gathered in Dayton for a weekend
of social and professional events.
According to Trip DeGroff,
president of the ΑΝΩ Alumni
Association, “The association
provides services to the active
brothers including guidance,
personal and professional advice,
mentoring, job assistance and,
most importantly, job networking
assistance.”
DeGroff added, “After all,
each active brother will eventually
depart UD for the hard, cruel, real
world, and they will need a job.
Just think of an already available
network of over 725 brothers employed in nearly every occupation
imaginable at their fingertips.”
In addition to the festivities,
the association made charitable
contributions to several UD and
community organizations. According to DeGroff, during 2019 the
association contributed $15,000
to UD’s Col. Paul M. Kelly Endowed
Scholarship fund. Together, UD and
the association awarded a total of
$5,000 in scholarships from the
fund to three UD students.
The association also made
contributions of $1,000 to the
Barbara Malloy Nursing Scholarship
at Archbishop Alter High School
(Dayton); of $500 to Christine’s
Hope for Kids Foundation (a New
Jersey charity founded by an
alumnus brother whose daughter,
then a student in college, died
during a relief mission to Haiti);
and of $1,000 to the Dayton
Foundation Tornado Relief Fund.

Illustration by ZACHARY GHADERI
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BY THE NUMBERS

weddings

UD flag
wedding pictures

’81 alumnae celebrated
60th birthdays

wedding anniversaries

Flyers visited the
Holy Land

golfed with Chuck Noll ’50

Class notes for the Class
of 1990 — where are you?
1

G OL DEN F LY ER S
8 Joseph Scarpelli ʼ50 (EDS) lives
in Xenia, Ohio. He writes, “I recently
visited my parents’ hometown in the
Calabria region of southern Italy with
my sister, Louisa Scarpelli Dreety ʼ71,
and son, Thomas Scarpelli ʼ87. Other
family members were there to visit the
family still in Italy. Everyone had a
great time.”

Frank Groselle ʼ53 (GEO) and his wife,
Margaret, live in Hollywood, Florida.
He writes, “I still live in the house I
bought in 1962. In 1995, I retired from
teaching after 34 years with Miami
Dade College. After retirement, I spent
a lot of time traveling and playing golf.
I don’t travel much any more, but I do
like spending time at my vacation home
in Hendersonville, North Carolina.
Margaret and I celebrated our 60th
wedding anniversary last October.”
Paul Taylor ʼ59 (GEO) and Pat Flanigan Taylor ʼ59 write, “We now live in
Madison, Alabama, and don’t miss the
Ohio winters. We recently visited our
granddaughter, Brooke ʼ23, who is the
third generation of our family to attend
UD. Her mother, Paige ʼ86, and aunt,
Patrice ʼ89, preceded her, as we did. We
were totally impressed with the campus.
Although we’ve visited throughout the
years, this was our first leisurely visit
that allowed us to see how wonderful
UD’s campus is. I remember playing golf
with Chuck Noll ʼ50, and he remarked
that UD was always special because of
the people. Now, we have facilities to
complement that wonderful association
and make UD even more special.”
1 Carolyn “Sunny” Duell Hickey

ʼ62 (HEG) lives in Miamisburg, Ohio. She
writes, “In October, I went on an
agricultural tour of Argentina with the

2

= REUNION WEEKEND, June 12–14, 2020, reunion.udayton.edu

Ohio Sheep Improvement Association.
We saw sheep, cattle, grain, wine and
olive farms. The trip was bookended by
visits to two Argentinian natural
phenomena, the Perito Moreno Glacier
and Iguazú Falls.”
2 Bernard “Bernie” Breiding ʼ63
(IEN) and Mary Lee Schwab Breiding
ʼ75 (EDE) live in Frisco, Texas. They
write, “We recently visited the Holy
Land. Our stops included the Mount of
Olives, which overlooks the Dome of the
Rock and the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre. It was truly a spiritual,
awe-inspiring trip.”

Charles Wolan ʼ63 (EDS) writes,
“For the past 49 years, I’ve been living
in Switzerland, where I met my wife,
Rita, after completing my work in
Africa with the Marianist brothers. Rita
and I married in Switzerland, where I
landed a job with a large international
Swiss power generation company as
a sales and project engineer. I retired
after 25 years with the company. We
have two adult daughters: Miriam,
who works in nursing, and Debbie,
a musician. I am a World War II Navy
veteran and served most of my time in
the Asian Pacific area.”
3 Konrad Kuczak ʼ65 (HST) and
Pat Bryan Kuczak ʼ71 (EDS) live in
Dayton. Konrad writes, “The Dayton Bar
Association honored me this past fall for
practicing law for 50 years. Pat and I
have been married 48 years. We were
joined by my brother, Ron Kuczak ʼ64,
and daughter, Danielle, at the
celebration luncheon.”

Mary “Mitzi” Schatzman Aden ʼ66
(EDS) and her husband, Thomas, live in
Garden City, Idaho. She writes, “I rarely
see UD alumni in Idaho, but I hope to
see fellow alumni when I attend the

3

National Council of Catholic Women’s
100th convention in Arlington, Virginia,
this year. It’s a wonderful organization,
and I saw a UD sticker on a cell phone at
the convention in Pittsburgh last year.”
Bob Johnson ʼ66 (PMT) writes, “I live
in downtown Chicago. I just completed
a term as chief of the 5-11 Club Support
Service Unit, which provides rehab and
hydration to Chicago firefighters during
serious fires and to the Chicago Police
Department SWAT team at hostage and
other incidents. Also, I visited Mount
Stanserhorn in Switzerland recently.”
Tom Mikos ʼ68 (IMT) and Jenny
Galloway Mikos ʼ88 (ERS) live in
Dayton. They write, “We celebrated
our 42nd wedding anniversary at the
Panama Canal in October 2019.”
4 Warren Darress ʼ69 (BT) and
Maureen Farley Darress ʼ69 (EDU)
live in Smithtown, New York. They
write, “We journeyed to the ancient
city of Petra, Jordan, which flourished
during the first century B.C. as a major
trade route connecting Mesopotamia
and Egypt. We saw remarkably
preserved tombs, temples and a
theater. We walked 4 miles downhill
through the Siq to the Treasury and
then returned to the main entrance
by camel and horse-drawn cart. We
also traveled to Israel, where we
visited Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Sea of
Galilee and Jerusalem. We were in awe
as we rubbed the ground Jesus stood
on in the Garden of Gethsemene and
stepped inside the Garden Tomb. Our
small tour group, which just one week
earlier had been strangers to one
another, held hands and prayed the
Our Father together. This trip deeply
affected us.”
5 Karyn Makley Hecker ʼ69 (EDS)
and her husband, William, live in
Beavercreek, Ohio. She writes, “Our
son, Brent Hecker ʼ01, and I visited the
Bird’s Nest inside the Amazon Spheres
in Seattle, where Brent and his wife,
Christine, live. I’m the regional director
for Dayton and North Catholic Schools
for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Catholic Schools.”

4

5
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300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-1303
Or you may send it to
classnotes@udayton.edu.
Be sure to include your name,
year of graduation and major.
For the records office, please
include cell phone number.
Please also include email
address, indicating whether you
wish it to appear in Class Notes.
Include maiden name and
spouse’s name (if applicable).
If you’re sending information
about your children, please
include birth dates rather than
ages. The magazine does not
publish announcements of
engagements or pregnancies.
Photos of alumni are welcomed
and published as space
permits. Please make sure
all photographs are high
resolution (at least 300 dpi) or
approximately 1.5 megabytes in
size in order to be considered.
Notes may take up to two issues
to publish. All notes are edited
for style, content and length.

6

6 Terry Lafferty ʼ69 (BT) and his wife,
Patricia, live in Kettering, Ohio. He
writes, “My interest in broadcasting
began while I was at Chaminade High
School in Dayton. I got my first break at
WPTW radio in Piqua, Ohio, where I had
an on-air shift on Sunday afternoons. I
had a summer job that paid my UD
tuition. During my last year in college, I
was working three jobs: at UD’s WVUD
and WPTW radio stations and at
WKEF-TV. AVCO Broadcasting Corp.
honored me with its James D. Shouse
Award, given to the outstanding senior
at eight area universities for academic
and co-curricular achievement in the
broadcasting arts. After graduation, I
became a master control operator and
announcer at WKEF-TV, where I was the
first director of such children’s programs
as Clubhouse 22. Also, I was a weekend
DJ at WING in Dayton and had the honor
of hosting a weekly request show for
members of our military and their
families during the Vietnam War. In
1970, I joined WING’s news department,
at the time Dayton’s largest radio news
organization. In the mid-ʼ70s, I became
one of the first airborne traffic
reporters. I joined WHIO radio in 1980
as a producer and writer for the morning
news and a midday and Saturday news
anchor. In 1989, I became the station’s
first news anchor and was a video
editor for Newscenter 7. In 2004, I
became an anchor at WLW in Cincinnati
and, after eight years, retired. In 2015,
50 years after I started at WPTW in
Piqua, the station’s owner persuaded
me to reconsider retirement and provide
newscasts from my home studio. Who
knows when I will really retire? Pat and I
have two daughters and six
grandchildren.”

Jill O’Neil ʼ69 (COM) lives in Tustin,
California. She writes, “I’m still following
the Flyers basketball team from my
home in Southern California. I was
happy to see them at the Wooden
Legacy. I enjoy taking many trips to
Kenya, where I’m the foster mom to five
elephants.”
Dave Rathz ʼ69 (EDS) and his wife,
Pat, live in Painesville, Ohio. He writes,
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8

“After graduation, I began my career
at Valley Forge High School in the
Parma (Ohio) City Schools. During
the next eight years, I became the
English department head, earned a
master’s in curriculum and instruction
from Cleveland State University,
earned an administrative certification
and was named a Martha Holden
Jennings Scholar. I also practiced
clinical supervision of English teachers
at several schools. The next phase
of my career was in school building
administration at various Ohio
school districts. My achievements
include adding Advanced Placement
courses, increasing arts programming,
negotiating with teacher associations
and adding academic recognition
programs for students. I was again
named a Martha Holden Jennings
Scholar, the North Central Association
of Schools and Colleges named me
an educator of the year, and the U.S.
Department of Education honored
me with its Blue Ribbon Award. After
retiring from public schools in 1998, I
took a job as principal at St. VincentSt. Mary High School. I relished the
new challenge and worked with the
executive board to prevent the school
from closing. Upon full retirement in
2014, I traveled with Pat to Italy, Ireland,
Panama, Costa Rica and throughout
the United States. I initiated and now
coordinate the St. John Vianney Church
project to adopt a refugee family.
Pat and I have three daughters, and I
teach weekly piano lessons to our five
youngest grandchildren.”

8

9

19 7 1
8 Louisa Scarpelli Dreety (HST) and
her husband, Philip, live in Dayton. She
writes, “I recently visited my parents’
hometown in the Calabria region of
southern Italy with my brother, Joseph
Scarpelli ʼ50, and nephew, Thomas
Scarpelli ʼ87. Other family members
were there to visit the family still in Italy.
Everyone had a great time.”

Pat Bryan Kuczak (EDS) and Konrad
Kuczak ʼ65 (HST) live in Dayton. They
write, “We have been married 48 years.”

19 74
9 Sister Sally Marie Bohnett, S.N.D.
(BIO) lives in Toledo. She writes, “I
recently returned from our Sisters of
Notre Dame Congregational Pilgrimage
to Germany – where we began – and
Rome, the center of our order. We
visited Kempen, Germany, as one of the
stops, and saw a statue of Thomas à
Kempis, the writer of The Imitation
of Christ. It was a blessed trip.” Sister
Sally Marie works in donor relations in
the Toledo province of the Sisters of
Notre Dame.
10 John Brill (MKT) and Julie Nickel
Brill ʼ80 (LNG) live in Kettering, Ohio.
They write, “John’s brother, David Brill
ʼ84, joined us for a weeklong river
cruise that ended at the Fisherman’s
Bastion in Budapest, Hungary.”

19 75

Chuck Nartker (ELE) and his wife,
Sandra, live in Beavercreek, Ohio. He
writes, “We enjoyed staying at the
Dayton House in Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina. I took my UD hat and cooler
along.”

Mary Lee Schwab Breiding (EDE) and
Bernie Breiding ʼ63 (IEN) live in Frisco,
Texas. They write, “We recently visited
the Holy Land. Our stops included the
Mount of Olives, which overlooks the
Dome of the Rock and the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre. It was truly a spiritual,
awe-inspiring trip.”

7 Joseph Simeone (PSS) and his
wife, Anne, live in Fort Myers, Florida.
He writes, “In October, we climbed
the steps of the Acropolis to visit the
Parthenon. From there, we had a
spectacular view of Athens.”

Merle Wilberding (MBA) lives in
Dayton. He writes, “In November, I was
inducted into the Ohio Veterans Hall of
Fame. After serving in the U.S. Army,
I joined the law firm Coolidge Wall in
Dayton. My military background helped

19 70
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me successfully represent the family
of Marine Maria Lauterbach, leading to
changes in the Uniform Code of Military
Justice that better protect victims of
sexual assault. I work with the Law &
Leadership Institute, am president-elect
of the Dayton Bar Association, hold five
degrees, and am a distinguished life
fellow in the American Bar Foundation,
the Ohio State Bar Foundation and
in the Dayton Bar Foundation. I was
a founding trustee of the Dayton
Literary Peace Prize Foundation and
have received several awards for my
community service work. I’ve written
seven books, including two children’s
books that provide civics education to
disadvantaged students.”

19 76
11 Kenneth Christopher (CRJ) and
Jeanne Peloquin Christopher
(FRN) live in La Jolla, California. They
write, “We recently visited the Fiji
Islands and attended a gathering of
UD alumni in the San Diego area at
the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club.
We met Mary Beth McCabe ʼ79, who
happens to work in the office next
door to Kenneth’s at National University,
where they both teach. It is a small
UD world.”

Beatrice Mady (STA) and her husband,
David Cummings, live in Jersey City,
New Jersey. She writes, “My artwork
was included in ‘The Big Show: All
Animals Welcome,’ which opened in
mid-December at the Drawing Rooms in
Jersey City. My artwork was included in
three other exhibits last year: ‘Revisiting
Jerseyscapes,’ ‘Mana Decentralized
Book’ and ‘Lost, Then Found.’”
Steve Wolf Sr. (MKT) and his wife, Jane,
live in Fairfield, Ohio. He writes, “I’m
enjoying my first year of retirement from
the Cincinnati Bengals, playing more
golf and spending time with my two
grandchildren. My son, Steve Wolf Jr.
ʼ00, is in his second season as the head
basketball coach at Bethel-Tate (Ohio)
High School. My daughter, Caitlin, is an
innovation specialist in the Lakota (Ohio)
School District. Go Flyers!”
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Dan McDade (COM) and his wife, Mary
Jo, live in Philadelphia. He writes, “We
traveled throughout Scotland for a
couple of weeks and visited London
with Joe Clark ʼ78 and his wife, Sondra.”

19 78
John Flach Jr. (PSY) and his wife,
Linnea, live in Beavercreek, Ohio.
He writes, “In December, Routledge
published a book I co-wrote, A Meaning
Processing Approach to Cognition:
What Matters? The book explores
how people attempt to find practical
solutions for complex situations. Other
books I’ve written can be found on
my Amazon author page. In 2017, I
retired from Wright State University,
where I was a professor and chair
of psychology. I now work for a tech
startup in Dayton, Mile Two. We
design software to enhance human
performance and decision making. I
recently attended a GEMnasium event
at UD and was pleased to see the
University exploring new and innovative
ways to engage students in creative
activities.”
12 Dan Zaenglein (CPS) and Cathy
Vorraber Zaenglein ʼ80 (EDC) live in
Springboro, Ohio. They write, “While on
a cruise of the Mediterranean, we sailed
past the Stromboli volcano on the north
coast of Sicily as it threw flames and
smoke.”

19 79
John “Red” Wiora (MGT) and his
wife, Nancy, live in Naperville, Illinois.
He writes, “Nancy and I recently
retired, giving me the chance to run my
first half marathon. My son, Mike Wiora
ʼ09, ran with me, and it was a great day
for two Flyer alumni. I want to give a
shoutout to my family, including sons
John Wiora ʼ08 and Dan Wiora ʼ09
and John’s wife, Kaitlin Bennett Wiora
ʼ09. I could not have done it without
them. I’d also like to give a shoutout
to my roommates from 416 Lowes,
also known as the center of the
13

12

13

14

universe: Greg, Steve S., Jim, Glenn and
Steve C. Go Flyers!”
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Marty Bracco (MGT) and Beth
Dowdle Bracco ʼ81 (MKT) live in Oak
Park, Illinois.
10 Julie Nickel Brill (LNG) and John
Brill ʼ74 (MKT) live in Kettering, Ohio.
They write, “John’s brother, David Brill
ʼ84, joined us for a weeklong river
cruise that ended at the Fisherman’s
Bastion in Budapest, Hungary.”

Jeffrey Ireland (LAW) and his wife,
Ellen, live in Dayton. The Benchmark
Litigation Guide 2020 named Jeffrey
to its list of Ohio “state litigation stars.”
Jeffrey is a managing partner and one
of the founding partners of Faruki PLL,
which Benchmark Litigation Guide
2020 ranked as one of 12 preeminent
litigation firms in Ohio. Jeffrey’s practice
focuses on competitive issues, class
actions and employment issues. He
was selected for the 2020 edition of
Best Lawyers in America and named
lawyer of the year for the seventh time.
He’s written articles for publication, is
a frequent lecturer at continuing legal
education programs and is a member of
the board of governors of the antitrust
section of the Ohio Bar Association.
14 Mike Purcell (CRJ) and his wife,
Barbara, live in Libertyville, Illinois. He
writes, “Rick Newkold ʼ80, Riki Newkold
and I recently met in Stuttgart, Germany,
for a holiday. We had a nice dinner and
shared fond memories of UD life.”

Cathy Vorraber Zaenglein (EDC)
and Dan Zaenglein ʼ78 (CPS) live in
Springboro, Ohio. They write, “While on
a cruise of the Mediterranean, we sailed
past the Stromboli volcano on the north
coast of Sicily as it threw flames and
smoke.”

19 81
15 Beth Dowdle Bracco (MKT) and
Marty Bracco ʼ80 (MGT) live in Oak
Park, Illinois. Beth writes, “Great friends

John “Jack” C. Kussman ’43 —
Nov. 16, 2019
Brother Wally T. Ebbesmeyer, S.M. ’45 —
Sept. 29, 2019
Letha M. Fillmore Coleman ’47 —
Sept. 27, 2019
Dorothy L. Brown Reynolds ’47 —
Sept. 17, 2019
Leo H. Buse Jr. ’48 — Feb. 17, 2019
Marion K. Tucker ’48 — May 15, 2019

1950s

Marilyn E. Hagans Matre ’50 —
April 29, 2019
Jerry A. McBride ’50 — Sept. 17, 2019
Kent K. Scholl ’50 — Dec. 1, 2019
Tom E. Gates ’51 — Sept. 22, 2019
Redmond “Red” T. Sage ’52 — Oct. 8, 2019
Brother John M. Samaha, S.M. ’52 —
Sept. 27, 2019
Vernon E. Thomas ’52 — Oct. 16, 2019
Virginia A. McMillin ’53 — Nov. 16, 2019
Mary “Micky” M. Fahey Eveslage ’54 —
Sept. 23, 2019
Richard J. Pirchner ’54 — Oct. 3, 2019
Henry A. Kirshe ’55 — Feb. 22, 2019
Ron W. Eifert ’56 — Nov. 26, 2019
Roger F. Kutscher ’56 — Nov. 7, 2019
Ron L. Wiegel ’56 — Sept. 22, 2019
Ann M. Allen ’57 — April 24, 2019
Dennis P. Barry ’57 — May 27, 2019
Ruth L. Weber ’57 — May 19, 2019
Patricia A. Kerbs ’58 — June 24, 2019
Danny D. Dirks ’59 — June 18, 2019
Bill J. Riley ’59 — Sept. 28, 2019
James V. Smith ’59 — Aug. 23, 2019
Nicholas L. Uva ’59 — July 12, 2019

1960s

Jan D. Chromick ’60 — Sept. 2, 2017
Samuel R. Thompson III ’60 —
Nov. 23, 2019
Donald E. Ballweg ’61 — Oct. 4, 2019
Michael D. Burke ’61 — Oct. 14, 2019
Jim D. Williamson Jr. ’61 — Sept. 25, 2019
Jerry M. Allaire ’62 — Sept. 19, 2019
Michael E. Kendrigan ’62 — Oct. 30, 2019
Ann C. Stark McCarthy ’62 — March 24, 2019
Mike J. Murray ’62 — Oct. 30, 2019
Dick J. Connors ’63 — Sept. 15, 2019
John P. Harris Jr. ’63 — Oct. 30, 2019
Sister M. Anne Malerich, O.S.B. ’63 —
Oct. 27, 2019
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from the Class of 1981 gathered in
Arizona to celebrate more than 38 years
of friendship. We’re looking forward to
our next UD reunion in 2021. Joining me
were Sylvia Brooks, Dori Chadwick
Gabriel, Barbara Birkhead, Eileen Foley,
Lynn Huntington Dimond, Emily LaRose
Donovan, Shelly Marshall McDonnell,
Mary Magner and Val Tracy.”
16 Georgeanne Foradas Katsuleas
(FAE) and her husband, Jeffery, live in
Lisle, Illinois. She writes, “In September,
the girls from 322 Kiefaber and fellow
classmates from the Class of 1981
gathered in South Carolina at the Isle of
Palms for a 60th birthday celebration.
Most of us met in Marycrest Hall in 1977.
Joining me were Colleen Tarrant Schule
of Herndon, Virginia; Margie Lennon
Shay of Dunkirk, Maryland; Linder
Pisarick Hunt of Cincinnati; Bonnie
Boeger of Sound Beach, New York;
Barbara Birkhead Dusek of Chicago;
Chris Caferri Sargent of Washington,
D.C.; and MaryEllen McLaughlin of New
York City.” Georgeanne is a quality
assurance specialist with Midwest
operations at Kantar, a data research
organization.

19 82
Patrick Rooney (MKT) lives in
Chicago. He writes, “I made the final
ascent to the top of Mount Kilimanjaro in
Tanzania on Sept. 27, 2019. It was truly a
magical experience.”
17

19 8 4
18 Terry Brown (FIN) and Rita
Schenkel Brown (PSY) live in Dayton.

56

16

17

21

20

They write, “We recently led a mission
group of eight participants serving at
Lydia’s Mission in eManzana, South
Africa. The organization provides
employment for women in chronic
poverty and feeds more than 1,000 foodinsecure children five days a week. Terry
serves on the Lydia’s Mission advisory
board while Rita is the U.S. operations
manager for the organization. We invite
former classmates to learn more at
lydiasmission.org.”

19 8 5
19 Todd DeBanto (ELE) and his wife,
Debra, live in Xenia, Ohio. He writes,
“I work for Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base and have made many trips to
Knob Noster, Missouri, for my job.
It’s a small town, but the town is big to
the U.S. Air Force since it’s home to
the B-2 Bomber. I use my knowledge
gained through my UD engineering
degree to help keep the B-2 flying and
properly maintained. My career as a
civilian for the Air Force is winding
down, so I took a picture in this
little-known town while I could.”
20 Alice Hale Murray (LAW) and her
husband, Paul Tyre, live in Valparaiso,
Florida. She writes, “I juggle careers as
an adoption attorney and a writer. My
piece ‘No Words’ appeared in the most
recent book in the Short and Sweet
compilation series. Another piece, ‘Just
a Dog,’ was selected for inclusion in the
Emerald Coast Review XX, produced by
the Northwest Florida Literary
Federation. I read the piece at the book
launch in Pensacola, Florida, in
November.”
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Ted Gudorf (LAW) and his wife, Sandy,
live in Dayton. Ted has been recognized
by Ohio Super Lawyers Magazine as
one of the top attorneys in Ohio for
2020, an honor fewer than 5% of the
lawyers in the state receive each year.
Ted owns Gudorf Law Group, LLC,
which specializes in estate planning, tax
advisory and elder care, and has three
offices in the greater Dayton area. He’s
the co-author of The Estate Planning
Guide, published in 2018, and has
been certified as a specialist in estate
planning, trust and probate law by the
Ohio Bar Association.
21 Greg Noble (LAW) and his wife,
Charlene, live in Marietta, Georgia. He
writes, “I’ve worked for the U.S. Secret
Service for 10 years as an analyst and
was recently at headquarters to train for
programs involving the 2020 election. I
was in Ohio briefly last year and, even
though it was a tough year, Dayton
seemed stronger and more resilient than
ever. I’m very impressed with how UD
has developed the former NCR buildings
and has plans for the restoration of the
Dayton Arcade. I’m also excited that the
UD Flyers basketball team is having a
winning season. Go Flyers!”

19 87
Doug Sales (MCT) and Kathy Kowalski
Sales (INS) live in Raleigh, North
Carolina. They write, “We recently pulled
up stakes in Dayton to move to Raleigh.
Doug is principal at Heapy Engineering
and heading the company’s expansion
to North Carolina. He’s leading

18

22

Heapy’s operation of the new office
in Raleigh, which opened in summer
2019. Kathy left her position after 12
years as a campus minister at UD and
is looking forward to new adventures in
Raleigh. We’re both looking forward to
connecting with other UD alumni in our
new city.”
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22 Susan Hibbitts Grant (ERE) and
her husband, John, live in Clearwater,
Florida. She writes, “We were having
dinner at Frenchy’s Rockaway Grill on
Clearwater Beach when a group Flyers
from the Class of 2002, who were
having a reunion vacation, sat at the
table next to us. We heard the cheer
‘Go Flyers,’ and I leaned over and asked
if the group was from UD. It turns out
everyone in the restaurant knew
‘We Are UD.’ It was so fun.”

Jenny Galloway Mikos ʼ88 (ERS) and
Tom Mikos ʼ68 (IMT) live in Dayton.
They write, “We celebrated our 42nd
wedding anniversary at the Panama
Canal in October 2019.”

19 91
Jeff Cox (LAW) and his wife, Jenny,
live in Oakwood, Ohio. The Benchmark
Litigation Guide 2020 named Jeff to
its list of Ohio “state litigation stars.”
Jeff is a partner at Faruki PLL, which
Benchmark Litigation Guide 2020
ranked as one of 12 preeminent
litigation firms in Ohio. Jeff’s practice
focuses on class action defense,
professional liability claims, contract and
commercial disputes, federal regulatory
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investigations, products liability, and
data privacy and security. He’s a fellow
of the Litigation Counsel of America
and a life fellow of the American
Bar Foundation and the Federal Bar
Foundation. Jeff was selected for the
2020 edition of Best Lawyers in America
and has been recognized as an Ohio
Super Lawyer.

Cole ʼ23 and Elliott ʼ23, started their
freshman year at UD this past fall. We
visited them during UD Family Weekend
and could not believe how many alumni
also have children who attend UD. It
was so much fun to see so many familiar
faces. We own A&B Machine and Design
in Sidney, Ohio, specializing in custom
machined parts for various industries.”

19 92
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Teresa Keller Faust (HST) lives in
Nashville, Tennessee. She writes, “I
participated in a 5K fundraiser for
St. Jude Research Hospital at Nissan
Stadium, home of the Tennessee Titans.”

Peter Phipps (PHY) and his wife,
Theresa, live in Pittsburgh. He writes,
“I’ve been promoted to serve as
Judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Third Circuit, which includes
western Pennsylvania. U.S. Senator
Pat Toomey, R-Pa., and U.S. Senator
Bob Casey, D-Pa., recommended me
for the appointment. Before ascending
to the bench, I served as a senior trial
counsel in the federal programs branch
of the U.S. Department of Justice’s
civil division. During my 15-year
tenure there, I litigated some of the
most significant cases and received
numerous awards and commendations,
including the Attorney General’s
Distinguished Service Award. I also
teach administrative law as an adjunct
professor at Duquesne University School
of Law.”

23 Sean Halloran (JRN) lives in
Maineville, Ohio. He writes, “I spent a
week in London working at the world
headquarters of my employer, NSC
Global Resources. As the senior
recruiting director, I was asked to
present to our company’s senior
leadership and worldwide recruiting staff
on global recruiting strategies. I was able
to walk the city before returning to Ohio.”

19 93
Clay Athey Jr. (LAW) and his wife,
Stacey, live in Middletown, Virginia. He
writes, “I have been appointed to the
Virginia Court of Appeals.”
Colleen Maroney Gilardi (CMT) and
Marc Gilardi ʼ94 (MCT) live in Troy,
Ohio. They write, “Two of our three boys,
Cole ʼ23 and Elliott ʼ23, started their
freshman year at UD this past fall. We
visited them during UD Family Weekend
and could not believe how many alumni
also have children who attend UD. It
was so much fun to see so many familiar
faces. We own A&B Machine and Design
in Sidney, Ohio, specializing in custom
machined parts for various industries.
Colleen also owns Board & Brush
Creative Studio in Tipp City, Ohio.”
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Marc Gilardi (MCT) and Colleen
Maroney Gilardi ʼ93 (CMT) live in Troy,
Ohio. They write, “Two of our three boys,

23
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Debbie Bates (MUT) lives in South
Euclid, Ohio. She writes, “I graduated
with my doctorate in music therapy
from Temple University in May 2019. I
was the recipient of the Music Therapy
Research Award for my dissertation
research exploring the effects of pretransplant music therapy for patients
undergoing allogeneic blood and
marrow transplants.” Debbie is the
music therapy manager for the Arts and
Medicine Institute at the Cleveland Clinic
and is also a member of the Cleveland
Orchestra Chorus.
24 Todd Herzog (MKT) and his wife,
Jessica, live in Mason, Ohio. He writes,
“Sara Zelasko Williams ʼ97 and I are not
only fellow Flyers: We were high school
classmates in Tennessee. We recently

24

met at Notre Dame Stadium. I was
wearing a red UD hat and received lots
of love.”
25 Nancy Stephen (COM) married Amy
Johndrow April 6, 2019, in Louisville,
Kentucky, where the couple lives. She
writes, “We had an intimate ceremony at
Bourbons Bistro. Alumni in attendance
included Bill Stephen ʼ68, Bernice LeMay
Stephen ʼ69, Kristy Montgomery Kremer
ʼ92, Vicki Rettig Adang ʼ95, Stephanie
Youstra ʼ96, Jill Wulff Messner ʼ96 and
Margaret Brosko ʼ97. We honeymooned
in Aruba and, to complete our family,
adopted Maple Rose, a Cavalier King
Charles spaniel who was born June 9.
I’m a proposal manager for BrightSpring
Health Services.”
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24 Sara Zelasko Williams (PSY) and
her husband, Timothy, live in Powell,
Ohio. She writes, “Todd Herzog ʼ96 and I
are not only fellow Flyers: We were high
school classmates in Tennessee. We
recently met again at Notre Dame
Stadium.”

19 9 8
Gina Dysard Anderson (EEH) lives
in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.
She writes, “In November, my company,
Luma Brighter Learning, won a gold
Stevie Award for Women in Business
in the category of company of the
year’s best new product. More than
1,500 entries were submitted, and the
gold award is the highest honor. Luma
is a learning and instructional design
company that works with the trucking
industry. Our winning product, DRIVE
FIRST, is an orientation and training
platform. It’s such an honor for our
team to be recognized with this
prestigious award.”

2000
26 Cindy Capell (EVG) married Chris
Machenberg March 2, 2019, in St. Lucia
in the Caribbean. She writes, “Alumni in
attendance included Ryan McDaid,
Rebecca Genzel McDaid and Robin

25

Donald H. Sommer ’63 — Dec. 3, 2019
Connie K. Maier Taylor ’63 — Nov. 22, 2019
Marilyn L. McKenny Zientara ’63 —
May 19, 2019
Beverly J. Greene Lahrmer ’64 —
Oct. 8, 2019
Everett A. Moore Jr. ’64 — Dec. 8, 2019
Natale J. Ballato Jr. ’66 — Oct. 17, 2019
Thomas A. Brown Jr. ’66 — Nov. 1, 2019
A. Joseph Indelicato ’66 — July 15, 2019
Janet L. Reeds ’66 — Dec. 1, 2019
John F. Blake ’67 — Oct. 20, 2019
Mike J. Kubek III ’67 — Oct. 11, 2019
Mary Ann R. Langenhorst Martin ’67 —
Nov. 3, 2019
Sister Francis Clare Pavioni, S.C. ’67 —
Dec. 10, 2019
David G. Urbany ’67 — July 18, 2019
Andrew E. DiBartolomeo ’68 —
Sept. 25, 2019
Joseph R. Maloney ’68 — Oct. 24, 2019
Ken P. Meyer ’68 — Oct. 18, 2019
Dan W. Partain ’68 — Sept. 18, 2019
Lawrence N. Anderson ’69 — Nov. 11, 2019
Cathy A. Clifford Hahn ’69 — March 29, 2019
Barbara J. Farrell Sullivan ’69 – Feb. 2, 2018

1970s

Aaron K. Bateman ’70 — Oct. 1, 2019
Bill O. Doyle ’70 — Dec. 6, 2019
Gary E. Argo ’71 — Oct. 27, 2019
Lauretta M. Burke ’71 — Sept. 3, 2019
Michael A. Catanzaro ’72 — Nov. 27, 2019
Pete H. Heins ’72 — Nov. 17, 2019
Julianne A. Jensen ’72 — Sept. 13, 2019
George E. Valavan ’72 — Sept. 29, 2019
Gerard F. Bradley ’73 — Sept. 21, 2019
Mark S. Klug ’73 — Nov. 29, 2019
Joe A. Maguylo ’73 — Dec. 2, 2019
Gail T. Gaiser Niemeier ’73 — Nov. 10, 2019
Helen “Jeanne” Adams Miser ’77 —
Sept. 10, 2019
Alex J. Gounaris ’78 — Dec. 7, 2019
Lillian D. Purdy Keith ’78 — Oct. 13, 2019
Walter H. Martin Jr. ’78 — Sept. 14, 2019
Don E. Steck ’79 — Sept. 29, 2019
Robert T. Werner ’79 — Oct. 9, 2019

1980s

Gale C. Adkins ’80 — Nov. 11, 2019
John E. Britt ’80 — Sept. 6, 2018
Kathy T. Carey Fletcher ’80 — Oct. 25, 2019
Brigette K. Ward ’80 — Nov. 8, 2019
Lewis “Ed” Widmark ’80 — Oct. 31, 2019
Greg W. Chaney ’81 — Nov. 2, 2019
Brother David L. Schmitz, S.M. ’81 —
Sept. 15, 2019
Don J. Christoff Jr. ’82 — Sept. 24, 2019
Billy L. Deel ’82 — Oct. 28, 2019
Christine M. Roos Germak ’82 —
Nov. 24, 2019
Barbara J. Casto Pabst ’82 — Nov. 11, 2019
Ron W. Barrett ’84 — Oct. 12, 2019
Patricia Kay Preest Drozdowski ’84 —
Nov. 10, 2019
Joe W. Bruns ’85 — Oct. 6, 2019
Ed A. Campagna Jr. ’85 — Nov. 30, 2019
Barry D. Dysert ’85 — Jan. 20, 2019
John P. Kenny Jr. ’85 — Aug. 26, 2019
Dan W. Shirley ’85 — Sept. 25, 2019
Joan L. Hefflinger Baden ’86 —
Sept. 21, 2019
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27

30

29

Soden. The son of the late Nikki Kelker
ʼ99 was our ring bearer.” Cindy is a
certified project manager for Arcadis.
The couple lives in Jacksonville, Florida.

Steris, and Maggie works for the Lake
Erie Nature and Science Center. Our
Flyer love story all started at a Campus
South elevator.”

2 0 01

2 0 02

5 Brent Hecker (MEE) and his wife,

Liz Haas Poplin (FIN) and her husband,
Timothy, live in Lake Forest, Illinois.
She writes, “Working Mother magazine
and SHOOK Research named me to
their list of ‘top wealth advisor moms.’
The list is based on the volume of
assets overseen by advisors and their
teams, revenues generated for their
firms and the advisors’ practices.
I’m a wealth management advisor
and senior vice president at Merrill
Lynch Wealth Management and have
more than 15 years of experience in
financial planning. As a member of the
Karras Poplin Schroeder Group, I work
exclusively in issues related to wealth
management and estate planning, with
an emphasis on corporate stock option
planning.”

Angie Servick Gleine (EMS) and
her husband, Allen, live in Chagrin
Falls, Ohio, with their two children.
She writes, “I walked away from the
classroom after 12 years of teaching to
focus on my health and family. Living
with rheumatoid arthritis and colitis,
and after recently losing my hair due
to alopecia areata, I turned to writing. I
transformed my pain into passion and
published my first book, Because the
Other Kid Got Hit by a Bus, available
on Amazon. The book shows how
we can choose to see challenges as
opportunities to grow stronger, love
more deeply and be more grateful.
As someone who lives with chronic
pain and has been in the trenches of
love and life, my sarcastic spin aims
to shift readers’ perspectives on life’s
challenges. I’ve enjoyed watching
people from throughout the United
States read my book. With the help of
other alumni, what started as a small
passion project has resulted in the sale
of 200 books.”

27 Breese Watson (MEE) and
Maggie Gibbons Watson (BIO) live
in Rocky River, Ohio. They write, “We
celebrated our 15th wedding
anniversary at Lake Tahoe. We have
four future Flyers. Breese works for

28 Aimee Vogt (EMS) lives in St. Louis,
Missouri. She writes, “The women
of 132 Evanston from the Class of
2002 gathered in Clearwater Beach
for a girls’ weekend to celebrate their
upcoming 40th birthdays. While

Christine, live in Seattle. He writes, “My
mom, Karyn Makley Hecker ʼ69, and I
visited the Bird’s Nest inside the
Amazon Spheres in Seattle. I’m a senior
mechanical engineer for Amazon Web
Services.”
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at dinner on the beach, we discovered
siting at the next table was Susan
Hibbitts Grant ʼ88, who overheard our
cheers of ‘Go Flyers’ and introduced
herself. We weren’t surprised: Flyers are
everywhere. Joining me on the trip
were Amanda Ahrens Ersek, Sarah
Lucid Salmon, Joanie Zucal Yemm,
Maria Dominique Sumpter, Stacy Meyer
and Lucy Merritt Adams.”

2 0 03
29 Peter Kennedy (POL) lives in Forest
Park, Illinois. He writes, “At a November
wedding in Santa Monica, California,
four alumni united for a photo to display
their common bond and Flyer pride.
Joining me were Kathy Kinahan
Kowalewski ʼ71, Nora Mulholland ʼ75
and Molly Kennedy Vandegrift ʼ93. The
bride, Erin, is a cousin of Molly’s and
mine. While not a UD grad, Erin visited
us at UD on several occasions and is a
close friend of the Flyer community.”

Trent Pinto (HST) and Leslie
Swensson Pinto (EAR) live in
Cincinnati. Trent writes, “I earned a
doctorate in leadership and change
from Antioch University (Ohio). My
dissertation was titled ‘The Impact of
Racism on the Personal and Professional
Lives of Student Affairs Professionals: A
Mixed Methods Study.’ I’m the director
of resident education and development
at the University of Cincinnati.”
Michael Rhinehart (LAW) and Erin
Stefanec Rhinehart ʼ04 (LAW) live
in Springboro, Ohio.

33

2004
Erin Stefanec Rhinehart (LAW)
and Michael Rhinehart ʼ03 (LAW)
live in Springboro, Ohio. The Benchmark
Litigation Guide 2020 named Erin
to its list of Ohio “state litigation
stars.” Erin is a partner at Faruki PLL,
which Benchmark Litigation Guide
2020 ranked as one of 12 preeminent
litigation firms in Ohio. Erin also has
been selected as a Premier Health
Care Lawyer and will represent
Dayton as the leading health care
lawyer for 2020. She defends complex
class action litigation, leads the firm’s
media and communications practice,
and assists with a variety of contract
issues. Erin also has been named
as one of the Dayton Business
Journal’s Power 50, an award
highlighting Dayton’s top female
business leaders who have had a
significant impact on the region.
She’s been named among the Top 100
High Stakes Litigators for several years
and Super Lawyers has recognized
her as one of the preeminent litigators
in the state and country.

2006
Sean Englert (MPA) lives in Dayton.
He writes, “I was tested, selected and
initiated as a U.S. Navy chief petty
officer. I joined the Columbus Chief’s
Mess, also known as the Goat Locker,
on Sept. 14, 2019. I serve as a reserve
fleet Marine force corpsman with
Charlie Company, 4th Law Enforcement
Battalion.”
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IN MEMORIAM

34

35

36

Harold H. Darding ’88 — Oct. 6, 2019
Tracey D. Rogers ’88 — Nov. 2, 2019
Barbara Null Richards ’88 — Nov. 29, 2019
John “Jack” R. Richards ’88 — Oct. 17, 2019
Debra L. Kopcial Brown ’89 — Nov. 17, 2019

1990s

David A. Harlow ’90 — Dec. 4, 2019
Bev Blose Downing ’91 — Nov. 19, 2019
Tom E. Rittinger ’91 — Sept. 22, 2019
Tony J. Saylor ’92 — Nov. 29, 2019
Nate J. James ’93 — Sept. 17, 2019
Brian C. Anderson ’96 — Oct. 27, 2019
Barb J. Adametz Crowl ’97 — Oct. 25, 2019

37

38

2000s

Noel A.G. DeSantis ’00 — Nov. 23, 2019
Adam P. Marsh ’13 — Sept. 13, 2019
Mackenzie “Mack” J. Walsh ’16 —
Oct. 9, 2019

Friends

2 0 07

2009

Christina Giammarco-Spicer (PSY)
and her husband, Richard, announce the
birth of Elodie Madeline (10-10-19), who
joins her older brother, Hudson, at home
in Columbus, Ohio. Christina writes,
“Elodie weighed 8 pounds, 14 ounces and
was 20 inches long. She and Hudson look
forward to being Flyers in the future.”

Jordan Barth (MIS) and his
husband, Anthony De Lannoy, announce
the birth of Naomi Sophie (10-23-19),
who joins them at home in Washington,
D.C. Jordan writes, “We became
Naomi’s parents just two days after
her birth. We consider ourselves
incredibly fortunate that, as a samesex couple, we’re able to start our
family through an open adoption.
Naomi was born healthy and beautiful
in Houston, and we brought her home
a week later. I’m happy to share our
story with any Flyers, especially
same-sex couples, who would like
advice or information on domestic
adoption at jordan.barth@gmail.com.”

30

31 Mark Kierna (ENT)(FIN) lives in Lake
in the Hills, Illinois. He writes, “It’s been
a while since I’ve been back to campus,
but I’m still representing UD. I recently
traveled to Arizona, where I hiked in the
Usery Mountain Regional Park, which is
part of the Tonto National Forest.”
34 Blair Sturm (CME) married Sarah
Deak ʼ09 (INS) in September in
Philadelphia. They write, “More than 40
UD alumni, family and friends, and one
current student attended. Members of
the bridal party included Kerry Sturm
Brames ʼ05, Bart Sturm ʼ10, Courtney
Moser Sturm ʼ10, Peter Deak ʼ12 and
Andrew Deak ʼ18. Parents of the bride,
Alex Deak Sr. ʼ82 and Lisa Schumacher
Deak ʼ82, also attended.” Blair is a
sustainability manager at Saint Gobain
North America. The couple lives in
Havertown, Pennsylvania.

2008
Jim O’Hara Jr. (FIN) and his wife,
Kelly, announce the birth of Eleanor Jean
(9-4-19), who joins them at home in
Chicago. Jim writes, “I hope Eleanor
becomes part of the Flyer Class of 2042.”
32

33

34 Sarah Deak (INS) married Blair
Sturm ʼ07 (CME) in September in
Philadelphia. They write, “More than 40
UD alumni, family and friends, and one
current student attended. Members of
the bridal party included Kerry Sturm
Brames ʼ05, Bart Sturm ʼ10, Courtney
Moser Sturm ʼ10, Peter Deak ʼ12 and
Andrew Deak ʼ18. Parents of the bride,
Alex Deak Sr. ʼ82 and Lisa Schumacher
Deak ʼ82, also attended.” Sarah works in
a first grade classroom at Independence
Charter School West. The couple lives in
Havertown, Pennsylvania.

2 010
35 Shannon Lynch Kokal (ECE) and her
husband, Anthony, announce the birth
of Kevin Anthony (9-19-19), who joins
them at home in Cleveland. She writes,

“Kevin weighed 7 pounds, 10 ounces,
and was 19 inches long. Many of my
UD friends from the Class of 2010
recently had babies, and we’re already
talking about how fun Parents Weekend
will be if our children go to UD and
we’re reunited. I’m hoping we have a
future Flyer on our hands. I married
Anthony Oct. 20, 2018, in Palm Beach,
Florida at Mar-a-Lago.”
36 Haley Todd (ERL)(EYA) lives in
Denver. She writes, “I crossed paths
with two UD grads — Ian Kearns ʼ01 and
Jon Bonner ʼ14 — in Denver. We all
serve students aged 17 to 20 who are
pursuing their diplomas or GEDs at
Emily Griffith High School. I was
Jon’s student teacher at ChaminadeJulienne High School (Dayton) in the
2009-10 school year.

2 01 2
37 Hannah Gigliotti (CME) married
Dom Orseno ʼ13 (CME) Sept. 21,
2019, in Cleveland. They write, “Many
Flyer faithful attended.” The couple
lives in Covington, Kentucky.

2 013
38 Matthew Donahue (CMM) married
Rachel Kilbury ʼ14 (ECB)(FIN) June 8,
2019, in South Bend, Indiana. They write,
“We met in London through UD’s
summer study abroad program. We
were surrounded by many Flyers at
our wedding, ranging from the Class of
1979 to current students.” The couple
lives in Chicago.

John V. Dichiaro — Nov. 30, 2019;
former chemistry professor.
Robert E. Frazer — Aug. 25, 2019;
University trustee emeritus.
Helen B. Frye — Sept. 13, 2019;
professor emeritus of teacher education.
Gordon E. Fuchs — Oct. 22, 2019;
education professor emeritus.
Elizabeth Ford Glaser — Aug. 14, 2019;
survived by children, grandchildren,
nieces and nephews Ray Cressy ʼ71,
Mary Lou Glaser Cressy ʼ71, Susan Glaser
Spadafora ʼ75, Mike Spadafora ʼ76, Mary
Kay Ford ʼ78, Patricia Glaser Shea ʼ81,
Robert Glaser ʼ83, Michael Glaser ʼ84,
Martha Glaser DuBois ʼ87, Jim Cressy ʼ96,
Erin Cressy ʼ97, Anne Cressy Berkoff ʼ98,
Charlie Higham ʼ02, Mary Kate Cressy
ʼ03, Beth Glaser ʼ08, Maggie Glaser ʼ11,
Kevin Jacoviths ʼ11, Danielle Glaser ʼ12 and
Haley Glaser ʼ18.
Jane Gosiger Haley — Dec. 4, 2019;
former board of trustees member.
Georgia Isley — Oct. 1, 2019;
survived by daughter Marilyn J. Isley
Luehrmann ʼ81 and son-in-law Joseph L.
Luehrmann Jr. ʼ81.
Connie Bultman Kempton — Nov. 21, 2019;
former staff member at the School of
Business Administration.
Ted J. Kowalski — Nov. 29, 2019; professor
emeritus and former Kuntz Family Chair in
Educational Administration.
Bartholomew “Matthew” Lennartz —
Nov. 22, 2019; University student.
Tom T. Montiegel — Oct. 23, 2019;
served as first vice president for University
Advancement.
Joanne “Jo” G. Shank — Sept. 29, 2019;
former staff member at the School
of Education.
Dan E. Wallace — Sept. 7, 2019;
former event staff supervisor; survived
by wife Linda M. Wallace, staff member
in the graduate studies office; and son
Patrick Wallace ’10.

Prayer intentions are collected
at bit.ly/marianist_prayers.
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CL A SS NOTES

39

40

42

37 Dom Orseno (CME) married
Hannah Gigliotti ʼ12 (CME) Sept. 21,
2019. They write, “Many Flyer faithful
attended.” The couple lives in
Covington, Kentucky.

2 014
Quinn Ellsworth (MKT)(OPS) married
Kelsey Seals (UBU) Oct. 19, 2019, at St.
Francis Xavier College Church in St.
Louis, Missouri. They write, “It was so
special to be surrounded by family and
by our friends, many of whom we met at
UD. Our wedding party included Megan
Griffin, Stephanie McFarland, Molly
Keegan, Kyle Geist, Jack Smith, Molly
Buckley, Kyle Wood, John Seals and Eric
Seals.” The couple lives in Milwaukee.
39

38 Rachel Kilbury (FIN)(ECB) married
Matthew Donahue ʼ13 (CMM) June 8,
2019, in South Bend, Indiana. They
write, “We met in London through UD’s
summer study abroad program. We
were surrounded by many Flyers at our
wedding, ranging from the Class of 1979
to current students.” The couple lives
in Chicago.

Jess Koney (EPT) married Sean Marron
Aug. 31, 2019, in Bay Village, Ohio. Jess
earned her bachelor’s degree in nursing
from Cleveland (Ohio) State University
in 2018 and works in the traumatic brain
injury rehab unit of the MetroHealth
System in Cleveland.
39 Kelsey Seals (UBU) married Quinn
Ellsworth (MKT)(OPS) Oct. 19, 2019, at
St. Francis Xavier College Church in St.
Louis, Missouri. They write, “It was so
special to be surrounded by family and

60

by our friends, many of whom we met at
UD. Our wedding party included Megan
Griffin, Stephanie McFarland, Molly
Keegan, Kyle Geist, Jack Smith, Molly
Buckley, Kyle Wood, John Seals and Eric
Seals.” The couple lives in Milwaukee.

2 01 5
Benjamin Borton (CEE) married
Allison Gaier ’17 (DPT) July 6, 2019 in
Piqua, Ohio. They write, “There were
numerous UD grads in attendance.”
The couple lives in Colorado Springs,
Colorado.
40 Ryan McFarland (ESM) married
Laura Walsh (EIS) July 13, 2019. They
write, “We met on the first day of classes
our freshman year on the sixth floor of
Marycrest Hall. Twenty-four UD alumni
attended our wedding.” The couple lives
in Cincinnati.
41 Erica Reist (REL) married Henry Bass
June 1, 2019, at the Chapel of the
Immaculate Conception. She writes,
“Henry is the love of my life. We met
while I was on a service trip through
Campus Ministry. While Henry didn’t
attend UD, alumni in attendance initiated
him into the UD family during our
reception.” The couple lives in
Centerville, Ohio.
43 Brent Veselik (POL)(ECO) married
Crystal Brock ʼ17 (MTE) May 25, 2019, in
Hinsdale, Illinois. They write, “More than
40 UD alumni were in attendance to
celebrate our wedding day. Many alumni
were in the wedding party.” The couple
lives in Vandalia, Ohio.
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41

43

44

40 Laura Walsh (EIS) married Ryan
McFarland (ESM) July 13, 2019. They
write, “We met on the first day of classes
our freshman year on the sixth floor of
Marycrest Hall. Twenty-four UD alumni
attended our wedding.” The couple lives
in Cincinnati.

2 016
42 Alaina Smith (MTE) married Alex
Baker ’17 (CPE) June 1, 2019, at the
Chapel of the Immaculate Conception.
They write, “We met in 2014 when we
lived across the hall from each other at
Campus South. We tied the knot in front
of 200 of our closest friends and family,
including 40 UD alumni.” The couple
lives in Cincinnati.

2 017
42 Alex Baker (CPE) married Alaina
Smith ’16 (MTE) June 1, 2019, at the
Chapel of the Immaculate Conception.
They write, “We met in 2014 when we
lived across the hall from each other at
Campus South. We tied the knot in front
of 200 of our closest friends and family,
including 40 UD alumni.” The couple
lives in Cincinnati.

Crystal Brock (MTE) married Brent
Veselik ’15 (POL)(ECO) May 25, 2019,
in Hinsdale, Illinois. They write, “More
than 40 UD alumni were in attendance
to celebrate our wedding day. Many
alumni were in the wedding party.”
The couple lives in Vandalia, Ohio.
43

Allison Gaier (DPT) married Benjamin
Borton ’15 (CEE) July 6, 2019, in Piqua,

45

Ohio. They write, “There were numerous
UD grads in attendance.” The couple lives
in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

2 018
Noreen Mumba (BUS) and
Adam Beiersdorfer ’19 (LAW) live
in Oakwood, Ohio.

2 019
44 Adam Beiersdorfer (LAW) and
Noreen Mumba ’18 (BUS) live in
Oakwood, Ohio. Adam has joined the
Dayton office of the firm Faruki
PLL, where he represents clients in
such cases as breach of contract,
business and commercial litigation,
and business torts. Previously, Adam
worked for the UD School of Law’s
Intellectual Property Clinic, providing
assistance in trademark, trade secret
and copyright matters for clients around
the world. Adam writes, “I’m thrilled to
be part of Faruki, which has a long
history of helping clients successfully
navigate through complex commercial
and business litigation matters.”
45 Morgan Napier (LAW) lives in
Miamisburg, Ohio. She recently joined
the Dayton office of Faruki PLL. While
attending Dayton Law, Morgan was a
member of Law Review, the Leadership
Honors Program and the Student Bar
Association and was also a Dean’s
Fellow. Morgan clerked for Judge
Gregory Singer in the Montgomery
County (Ohio) Common Pleas Court in
Dayton before joining Faruki.
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PERCEPTIONS

The speed
of light is
consistent
BY BEATRICE MADY ’76

COLOR IS THE CORE

around which my dialogue
begins. Although trained as
a painter, I am fascinated by
technology and science. For
years I have been creating
digital works into which I
incorporate photographs
from my travels. I’m interested
in fusing my personal iconography with the landscapes and
cultures I photograph in order
to visually express ideas for
which I have no words.
Mady has a studio in Jersey City,
New Jersey, and is a professor,
graphic arts coordinator and director of the Fine Arts Gallery at St.
Peter’s University. Her work can be
seen at www.beatricemady.com.
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PERCEPTIONS

Be light
BY JULIA GOODWIN ’93

62

W

EATHER THAT HOVERED NEAR 60

degrees at Christmas finished the lake
sheen ice. On New Year’s Day, it once
again reflects the sky, the water’s mirror rippling with a now-colder wind or with geese
that glide through wavy liquid trees. I look for the
misidentified duck among all the geese, a reverse of
the childhood game that never failed to foster giggling fits.
I think about losing a friend whom I called
Raconteur. And, I think about the loss that many feel
this time of year and its heaviness. The pastor at the
Christmas Eve service I attended in Leesburg, Virginia, touched on the peculiar balance of joy and loss that
so many navigate this time of year and its acceleration
as we age.
And, my thoughts turned to another friend, one
from childhood, who is struggling with an ending,
one he saw coming and had hoped to avoid given the
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sudden and severe losses that had already hit his life
so many times: “Is it too much to ask that we can live
our lives, however much we might have left, in search
of joy?”
Today I looked for the duck. She and her friends
first showed up at the lake, to my notice at least, a few
days before Thanksgiving, mere days after Raconteur
had died, while I was still feverish and stressed from a
cold likely caught at the hospital when I was there to
see him for the last time. My sinuses and heart were
heavy as family arrived to begin the season of celebration that I normally so truly love.
Even from a distance, this duck’s feathered head
seemed more askew than the geese or mallard schooners usually populating the free water. Without binoculars, I thought she was a wood duck. With clearer
eyes, she became something more interesting — a
common merganser.
But she wasn’t common, at least to me, as I watched
Photograph by GREGORY JOHNSTON, SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

her and her compatriots moving among
the geese on the mirror lake. I had never
seen a merganser, common or otherwise,
and soon realized that the redheaded feathers belonged to the female. A
smoother looking drake — in a tux, truth
be told — tooled around, and the females
bobbed about with feathered heads that
echoed every self-respecting rockerchick ever, especially ones from the late
’70s/early ’80s, or my current hair once
my hockey helmet was off post-game.
Those
bedhead-feathers
won
me over first. A party duck. These females looked like they could hold their
own with the Go-Gos. And, as I watched
one in particular, she showed me she was
just getting started. No dignified floating for this one. She wiggled. She dove.
She stretched her neck back to her tail
feathers and shook them all together.
The geese were giving her a wide berth.
I heard the chunky, chimey guitars in her
head — “We Got the Beat.”
The water was her playground, as
the ice has become mine, and I could
see how good it felt to her to be on it.
The day after I last saw Raconteur, I had
one of the most fun skating classes of my
life. The heaviness of loss left me during it, and my choices were simple and
much like the merganser’s: Do I frolic
or fly? I smiled, knowing that Raconteur
would have loved to hear about this merganser and the class.
It had been days since I’d smiled,
between the grief and the cough, the
tears that made both worse and not better. I wanted so much to tell Raconteur
about the merganser and about how
2020, whatever Chinese zodiac animal it
might really be, was now the Year of the
Party Duck.
But he already knew. I saw the smooth
drake on the fading November ice margin, gliding among the ladies, singing
“Summer Wind” in his head, and I knew
Raconteur would never be far from those
who loved him.
Julia Goodwin saw her first hockey game
when she was 42 years old. Captivated by
its fierce beauty, she set about learning how
to play — including how to skate — and now
writes about her hockey misadventures at
www.hockeycuresallills.com. She splits her ice
time between Washington, D.C., (Go Caps!)
and Ohio.

She went to Paris, and so did he
BY THOMAS M. COLUMBUS

I

HAD NEVER HEARD OF DAYTONIAN

Natalie Clifford Barney until I chanced
upon an article about her gathering
friends together to bring to life, with music and dance and words, the ancient Greek
lyric poet Sappho of Lesbos.
Reading about Barney took me back to my
study of Greek, to faded memories of Greek
lyric poetry — the complexity of Pindar, the
invectives of Archilochus and the love poems
of Sappho. I remembered a class assignment
that moved beyond reading poetry, translating
it and absorbing scholarship about it. We were
assigned to write poetry, not paraphrasing or
imitating the ancients, but rather trying to capture their spirits.
The article I was reading mentioned a book
— Performing Antiquity: Ancient Greek Music and Dance from Paris to Delphi, 1890-1930
(Oxford University Press, 2019) — by Samuel N.
Dorf, a UD associate professor of musicology.
So I went off to talk to him.
He spoke of how his interest in neo-classical
music led him to an awareness of an explosion of neo-classicism in other fields as the
19th century gave way to the 20th. The city of
Troy, made famous millennia earlier, had recently been discovered. Composers were using
themes from classical Greece in their works.
Scholars were studying ancient texts, including
some newly found fragments of Sappho.
According to Dorf, Barney became aware of
her sexuality about the same time she discovered Greek antiquity and developed an interest
in Sappho, whose homoerotic poems — existing
mostly in fragments — had earned her an ancient reputation of being a 10th Muse.
Barney, born into a Dayton family made rich
by the production of railcars, had ample funds
to seek Sappho’s spirit. Spending most of her
life in Paris, Barney nevertheless held the attention of her hometown. The Dayton Journal
of Nov. 14, 1909, had a huge headline: “Why
Miss Barney’s Sappho Had to Move.” The answer quickly given: “Too Close to Nature.”
At least that was the view of the janitor of
Barney’s Parisian landlord. And the landlord,
according to The Dayton Journal, apparently
taken aback by ladies in togas, seemed of the
opinion that “the drama was more conspicuous
for its diaphanous Greek draperies than for its
poetic and dramatic merit.” So, Barney moved
to the Left Bank where for half a century she

continued her efforts to recreate Sappho by,
Dorf wrote, “writing and staging plays with her
friends using improvised music.”
Barney also, according to Dorf, was a patron
of dancers, composers and artists. She hosted
a salon, among whose regulars were Jean Cocteau, Colette, Isadora Duncan, James Joyce,
Edna St. Vincent Millay and Gertrude Stein.
“She never considered herself,” he wrote,
“to be a historian, a classicist, or a literary
scholar, let alone a musicologist or a dance historian. She is certainly not best known as a musician. She was an amateur musician but a professional poet and a memoirist, a hostess and a
collector of intellectuals.
“She wasn’t an expert, but she knew how to
spend time with experts.”
She used their expertise to “revivify,” Dorf
wrote, “ancient Greek performances in a modern world.”
She did not present what the ancient Greek
poets and artists had presented. Ancient lyric
poetry was sung, perhaps accompanied by lyre.
But there is little evidence of how it may have
sounded. That did not prevent Barney from
seeking to capture a spirit, to share in some way
an experience from long ago.
By chance, Dorf was able in 2007 to share a
bit of Barney’s experience. Attending a conference in Paris, he realized he was near 20 Rue
Jacob, which had been Barney’s home for half
a century. As he walked up to the house, then
empty, a woman on a moped drove up. She
was a neighbor who, to let remodelers into the
house, had an extra key. She let Dorf in. He remembers a sense of excitement but also a feeling of being a trespasser upon a life.
From reading her works and from working
in archives, he wrote, “I feel as though I know
the woman.” But standing in another’s home is
different from studying in an archive.
“The pretense of scholarly activity is absent,” Dorf wrote. “The spaces are instead
magic circles in which past and present are free
to mingle in the scholar’s imagination.” Barney
used the scholarship of others and her own
imagination to breathe life into Sappho, a person scholarship can know only fragmentarily
and at a distance.
Dorf’s book concludes its section on Barney
and Sappho with this sentence: “Archives yield
few secrets; readers must excavate the buried
past or make it up.”
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FROM
THE
EDITOR
PARTING WORDS

LOOK UP

Y

EARS AGO, OUR DAUGHTER LOOKED UP AT THE

moon shining silver and full in the night sky and
asked a question: “Who was the first woman to walk
up there?”
When I answered that no woman had set foot on the moon,
she was furious — and immediately pledged to fix this wrong
with her own size 4 feet.
She wanted a role model, a woman she could look up to as plainly as
she looked toward the moon. Today,
she has amassed an army of women
whose boldness guide the pursuits
of her life: Mexican painter Frida
Kahlo, civil rights pioneer Rosa
Parks, suffragist Susan B. Anthony,
soccer player Alex Morgan (she
and our daughter both wear No. 13,
which may explain how Morgan
beat out her pink-haired teammate
Megan Rapinoe). The list continues
to grow, thanks to her rapacious
reading and a book she got for her
birthday, Rad Women Worldwide. I
hope that their trials as well as triumphs will take root in our daughter’s pre-teen brain and help her remember she is also rad.
I recently learned of another woman of bold conviction
thanks to the research of Dara Delgado ’19 [pictured]. Delgado,
a December graduate of the Department of Religious Studies
doctoral program, for her dissertation illuminated the life of
Bishop Ida Bell Robinson of the American Pentecostal ChurchHoliness. Robinson founded the Mount Sinai Holy Church of
America and pastored her flock through the Great Depression

and World War II, a time when it was uncommon for a black
woman to have organizational, economic and spiritual power.
Delgado herself is a trailblazer, one of four women to receive UD doctorates this December in a field that is less than
40% female. “We’re smashing the stained glass ceiling wide
open,” she said. “It speaks volumes that women are attracted
to this particular institution, this
particular program — and they’re
finishing strong.”
Delgado credits the Marianist custom of welcoming all to the
table, and she intends to bring that
practice with her as an assistant
professor of religious studies at Allegheny College in Meadville, Pennsylvania, where she begins this fall.
It’s a dream long held and one that
crystalized for her on a particular night, as she finished edits to a
graduate paper while rocking her
infant daughter in a baby seat with
her foot. She remembers thinking,
in that moment, “Let’s do it.”
Delgado
We all have our own moonshot,
an ambitious venture fraught with
risk but big on reward. We don’t do it alone. Instead, we’re in
the company of all those whose boldness guides us, whose stories share lessons, and whose trials and triumphs propel us
forward.
No matter the size of your feet, remember to always look up.
Learn more about Dara Delgado ’19 and her research at
udayton.edu/magazine.

M ICH EL L E T EDF OR D ’9 4
Editor, University of Dayton Magazine
magazine@udayton.edu
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OUR HOME IS A

POWERHOUSE.
At the University of Dayton, we bring
the issues of today into focus — and
generate innovative ideas that solve
the challenges of tomorrow.

BECAUSE WHEN FLYERS COME
TOGETHER, THE SKY IS NO LIMIT.

go.udayton.edu/powerhouse

University Marketing and Communications
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-1303

We
are one

parent couple
entrusting UD to
educate our two
sons and continue
to develop them
into global citizens
who will use their
talents to enhance
the world.




—Chris and Jennifer Levy
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